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From the Chairman....
Chris Hoff

From the Principal....
Heres Snijder

First of all, I would like to thank Leanne Leyenhorst and the
Lice Legion for proactively addressing the head lice issue
over the last few weeks.  It is great to see such
collaboration within membership - from the clinically
dressed lice checkers, to babysitters, suppliers of lunch,
and providers of lice checking apparatus. We understand
that head lice have placed a significant burden on families
and children over the summer and the first few weeks of
school, and we hope that you have been successful!  

As part of the series of articles that we hope to publish this
year, please find a (fairly long) article from the late Dr.
Karel Deddens, former professor Professor of
Diaconiology and Ecclesiology at our seminary in Hamilton
(from 1984 to 1990).  His article, entitled Confession and
School, presents a view on the Reformed character of our
schools.  In his article he observes the value of tradition in
the ongoing support for our schools, or what he calls "a
certain feeling of alliance with that which has grown in the
course of history and which has been given to us by a
previous generation."  But he also notes that it is
incumbent upon us all, here in a third generation, to

intentionally "maintain our oneness in faith with the
previous generation. We should retain the same
awareness of calling as our fathers had."  After a carefully
developed argument, he instructs parents that "This is your
calling regarding the school with the Bible: that you see
and confess things in this way: that you say: my children
shall be educated in the service of God for their whole life;
and in no other way; that you maintain it and stand for it,
whatever the consequences are: my children are for the
honour and the Name of the LORD."

The article is a good reminder of the roots of our schools,
and their goals at the most primary level.  So please, pour
a strong coffee, pull up a chair and invest thirty minutes of
your time reading this article.

In Board matters, we have nothing new to report at this
time.  Work on planning for the school is underway, and
we are also beginning to prepare for the membership
meeting planned for October 30 2013.  The next edition of
Branches in a few weeks will have more information
regarding the agenda and matters for the meeting.

Oh God, You are my God 
And I will ever praise You 

I will seek You in the morning 
And I will learn to walk in Your ways 

And step by step You'll lead me 
And I will learn to walk in Your ways 

Rich Mullins

Step by Step - His workmanship
The Credo High School graduating class of AD 2026 has
just completed its first month of formal schooling in
Kindergarten, under the able leadership of Mrs. Scholtens
and Mrs. Onderwater.  The Lord willing, this class will
spent another 79 months at Credo Christian Elementary
School for learning about God, the world and themselves
in the context of covenant community. As they develop,
grow and mature during this foundational period, we are
privileged, in God's time, to grow and mature along with
them, prayerfully discerning 'best practices' for intentional
learning about our Father's World. 

Staff
Rachel Vanderhorst’s health is improving!  We are deeply
grateful. Stephen Chase and his wife are eagerly looking
forward to the arrival of their second child. All staff is
blessed to be able to come to school in good health and

good spirits. We have been spared traffic tragedies and
serious health concerns so far: testimony of amazing grace
and remarkable kindness from our heavenly Father!

Bulletin boards
Classroom walls and hall way bulletin boards remind
students, teachers and visitors of the year theme, taken
from 1 Corinthians 3:9: For we are co-workers in God's
service; you are God's field, God's building. For a visual
impression of bulletin boards and recent hall decorations,
please see the back page of this edition of Branches. 

Community Spirit: 
they came, they saw, they conquered.
Like General Julius Caesar conquering Pharnaces II of
Pontus, way back in 55-54 BC,  Credo's lice ladies " came,
saw, and conquered" the pesky lice. Often more than a
dozen strong, the "lice team" made its appearance in the
gym for three Mondays in a row to combat the vermin. A
big thank you goes to Mrs. Leanne Leyenhorst who
gathered the troops, and to the many ladies who offered
support, wherever it was  needed most. 

School Spirit Day
A fun day was had on September 25 when students and
staff dressed up in various careers' attire. Parents are
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commended for sending their children off to school in
many creative ways. And then there was Miss Bosch,
feeling most comfortable in her attire of her other career -
that of a clown! 

School Wide Assembly I: We are Marching!
On Friday, September 20th, a school wide assembly was
held to launch the first fund - and awareness raiser. Mrs
VanRhee and her Grade 5 students introduced the
Edu-Deo Fundraiser, and Edu-Deo Run. You are cordially
invited and encouraged to come out to Campbell Valley
Park on Friday October 4 , 11:00 am, to cheer and run for
the benefit of the Edu-Deo Ministries, whose mission is to
impact children around the world through Christian
education.

School Wide Assembly II
On October 7, also at 11:00, all students will gather again
in the gym, this time to listen to Pastor and Missionary
Julius Van Spronsen update us on the work of Mission
Brazil. Consider yourself invited: we'd love to see you join
the 207 students at your school! 

School Wide Assembly III and IV
On Wednesday October 9, at 2:00 pm in the church
building, Mrs. DeBoer and her Grade 6 students will lead
us in a Thanksgiving Assembly: you are cordially invited
and heartily encouraged to join us. As the Grade 7
graduating class sang in June: we have ten thousand
reasons to give thanks - and more! 
The great event of the Protestant Reformation will be
commemorated by students and staff on October 31, also
in the church building - at 2:00 pm. Mr. Otto Bouwman and
the Grade 7 students are in charge. Consider yourself
invited!

Professional Development
God's Technology: 
The Next Story in developing 3 Rs and 4 Cs. 
Staff members gathered on September 25 to discuss
chapter one of Tim Challies' book The Next Story: life after
the digital explosion.  (Zondervan, 2011). In it, Mr. Challies
unpacks the notions of the  mandate, the  morality  and the
heart of technology. "God made us creative beings in his
image and assigned to us a task that would require us to
plumb the depths of that creativity… in other words,
obedience to God requires that we create technology.' This
is a refreshing and challenging read. As staff we are
challenged to assess substance and quality of Reading,
'Riting and 'Ritmetic in the context of the 21st century.
Interestingly, in this information saturated age, there is an
increased emphasis on Creative thinking, Communication,
Collaboration and Creativity. Be encouraged to join the
conversation and the hands on challenges: there is so
much learning happening outside of our brick and mortar
school building. Education Committee members also

 would be pleased to hear from you if there are other topics
or issues you wish to see addressed in school.  

Stretching for Vision: 
CTABC Conference, October 10 and 11
On October 10 and 11, about 1000 teachers will descend
on Langley gather for a time of mutual encouragement and
professional development. This year's convention theme:
Stretching Toward Vision.  The Convention booklet
summarizes: 
"Vision is an attempt to 'see' or imagine what it would look
like if we put our mission into practice. It's like an artist's
mental image of an upcoming performance or an
architect's blue print. What would it look like if our
day-to-day practices embodied our mission to help
learners to be and become passionate, well-equipped
disciples of Jesus in the now-but-not-yet kingdom of
God? Just as an artist's mental image and the architect's
blue print are grounded in important principles related to
their craft so too must our stretching stay rooted and
grounded in our ultimate reality - the 'true story of the
whole world' and in mission shaped and research-based
learning principles. How do we stay grounded in the
biblical story? What learning principles would best
serve us in stretching toward our vision?" 

Leading Learners to Discipleship:  
I.C.R.E. IV Convention, October 7 - 9 
The International Convention for Reformed Educations is
scheduled to take place, in Orillia, Ontario, with principals
in attendance from Holland, Australia, Africa, Brazil, and
Canada. The goal of this conference is to better
understand the nature and development of our students as
fellow covenant children, and the implications this has for
faithful teaching and active service in God's Kingdom. With
many able and veteran presenters, this promises to
become a worthwhile event. The October issue of
Branches will feature a report on the speeches and
workshops. 

As we step with faith and confidence into the next month,
we are encouraged to fix our eyes on our Covenant God
- who as Potter continues to mold and shape us like clay,
day by day. As students sing and Scripture states:  

 He's still working on me to make me what I ought to be.
It took Him just a week to make the moon and stars,

The sun and the earth and Jupiter and Mars.
How loving and patient He must be, 

He's still working on me.
Joel Hemphill

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began
a good work in you will perfect it 

until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Paul, Philippians 1:6. 
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Firsts
James Kanis

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 
and he will establish your plans.

In his heart a man plans his course, 
but the LORD determines his steps. 

Proverbs 16:3,9

We all experience firsts. They might be as significant as
a first serious relationship, child, or anniversary, or as
exciting as a first haircut, snowboard, or house. I've had
my first car, first day of university, and first job. With each
of these come new experiences, new opportunities, as
well as new responsibilities. Along with these come
nervousness, anticipation, and enthusiasm.

I have now discovered still more firsts: my first classroom
and students. Firsts such as report cards and
parent-teacher interviews are coming. Since being hired,
people have often asked me, "Are you excited about your
first class?" to which I have to reply, "YES!" With that
happiness, however, lies the nervousness that
accompanies each day. There are days when I can't get
it out of my mind, and nights when sleep evades me.

And then I read Proverbs 16. I know that, going into
teaching, I can trust that God will go right alongside me.
Actually, the work I'm doing is first of all His work, and
secondly, he's "been there, done that", so really, what's
there to worry about? The reality is that I'm not the only
one teaching in that classroom.

In order to teach effectively, I need to rely on Christ. In
order to rely on Christ, I need to spend time with His
Word and in prayer. Isn't that the message we hear so
often and still need to hear time and again? It's simple,
obvious, and yet my true intentions are exposed by the
amount of time I actually spend with both of these as
opposed to time I spend on myself. 

As I learn humility and submission, my job becomes less
about me and more about those I am here to serve, and
especially about the One who is in control of it all. As a
first-year teacher, time may be scarce, but the way I
spend it will say more about me than everything that I
say I believe as I confess my faith.

 "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in
your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him." Colossians
3:16-17

This is the message that needs to form the foundation of
my teaching. I'm not much of a singer; any of my friends
will tell you that, but I am passionate about singing
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. According to
Paul, music plays a significant part in teaching. Music
was created for God, by God, and is performed to His
Glory.

Whatever I do… from Art to Social Studies to Math; from
my new suite, classroom, and career; it's to be done with
an attitude of gratitude. You might have heard the saying,
"don't just survive… thrive!" For Christians, we know that
we can take this a step further: thrive under God's
blessing, and then thank Him for it. And as prayer is the
most important part of our thankfulness, prayer is also a
frequent component of the classroom… seeking first the
kingdom of God.

We have already had significant moments in the
classroom; we've discussed the way the Lord works
through unlikely people such as Ruth in his plan of
salvation, we have studied the way God has placed
patterns in numbers, and looked with awe and wonder at
the way God has used only three primary colours to paint
his intricately beautiful palette of creation. Everywhere
we look, God is at work, and the students have a way of
seeing this in ways I've never thought of.

So in my first classroom, with my first students,
completing my first report cards, and conducting my first
parent-teacher interviews, I can say with Moses:  

"May your deeds be shown to your servants, 
your splendour to their children. 

May the favour of the Lord our God rest on us; 
establish the work of our hands for us- 
yes, establish the work of our hands." 

Psalm 90:16-17
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Short Report of Board Meeting

Short Report of the 
Meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Credo Christian Elementary School
June 11, 2013

• Opening and Welcome:  The Chairman, Chris
Hoff, opened the meeting by reading from
Lamentations 3 and prayer.  He welcomed the
Directors, Principal Heres Snijder, Principal Harry
Moes, and Mike Stam to the meeting.  Ed Visscher
was absent with notice.

• Legal Authority Meeting: H. Moes and H. Snijder
presented the High School and Elementary School
reports respectively.  At the conclusion of the
Legal Authority Meeting, H. Moes and M. Stam
departed from the meeting. 

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular
board meeting was approved with minor additions. 

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and
Short Report of the May 7, 2013 Board meeting
were adopted.  The minutes from the Spring
Membership Meeting held May 29, 2013 were
approved for presentation to membership.  

• Incoming/Outgoing Correspondence: Four
letters from society members are received as well
as a letter from the Reformed Bible College. 
Three letters of response to society members are
approved.

• Principal's Report: Heres Snijder presented the
Principals Report for June  2013 including
activities related to the year end assembly,
departing staff, September board/staff social, and
upcoming surgery/recovery for R. Vanderhorst.  

• Chairman's Report: The Chairman's report for
June 2013 was received for information.  Chris

Hoff reported on his activities as chairman. 

• General Business: A number of matters were
discussed including that 
• J. Onderwater will assume the role of

Vice-Principal,
• Wilma DeLeeuw will assume the role as an

Educational Assistant, 
• grade 1 transition  days off to be changed to

Thursdays, 
• adoption of the school calendar for 2013-14, 
• enrollment updates and evaluations, and 
• review of the May 29, 2013 membership

meeting. 

• Education Committee: W. Bulthuis reported on
the activities of the Education Committee.  The
meeting minutes for the April 30, 2013 meeting
were reviewed and discussed.

• Finance Committee: The comparative income
statements for the period July 1, 2012 to May 31,
2013 were received for information.  A negotiated
proposal from the benefits provider that included a
7% decrease in premiums is adopted.

• Development Committee:  Oliver Hansma
reported on the activities of the Development
Committee including plans for the Credo Golf
Tournament.  

• IT Committee: J. Lof reported on the activities of
the IT Committee, including plans to purchase and
install smart boards.

• Next Meetings / Events: The next Board meeting
is planned for September 10, 2013.  

• Closing: Wilfred Bulthuis closed with thanksgiving
prayer.  Chris Hoff adjourned the meeting and
thanked all for coming.

Notification of School Membership Meeting
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 8 p.m. CCES gym

The agenda will include: 
C Minutes of the May 29, 2013 Membership meeting
C Secretary’s Annual Report
C Treasurer’s report and 2012/13 Financial Statements
C Election of board members

A complete agenda and financial statements will be forwarded to you in the next issue of Branches
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Confession and School  
Dr. K. Deddens
 Taken with permission, from Clarion Vol. 37, No. 23, 24, and 25 (1988)

What follows here was originally a speech in which these
eight theses are worked out: 

1. The confession does not deal only with
ecclesiastical life, but has to function in the whole life
of Christians. 

2. The consequence of this function of the confession
is that the schools to which we send our children,
must have their own Reformed character. 

3. To provide for Reformed schools means much more
than to respect the tradition of ancestors: we must
have the same faith and the same consciousness of
a calling. 

4. To maintain the confession with respect to the
school means to maintain that we confess our faith
in our triune God, as stated at the baptism of our
children. 

5. According to Lord's Day 8 of the Heidelberg
Catechism we have to confess God the Father and
our creation, God the Son and our redemption, and
God the Holy Spirit and our sanctification. 

6. This confession means in the first place that our
children have to learn to live to the honour and
praise of the Name of God the Father, 

7. Furthermore, this confession means that our
children are set apart as children of God's covenant,
being bought by the Mediator of God's covenant, our
Lord Jesus Christ. 

8. Finally, this confession means that our children are
governed by the Holy Spirit, that they may be
nurtured in the Christian faith and in godliness. 

Function
To say that our confessions only deal with ecclesiastical
life shows a lamentable misunderstanding. Some people
have the opinion: in the church we are bound to the
confession, but in our common daily life we are free from
it. When we think in this manner, we create a contrast.
However, we are bound to our confessions not only on
Sunday, but on Monday as well. We are bound not only in
ecclesiastical life as members of the church, but also in
daily life as members of society. 

It does not need proof that we are bound to the law of our
heavenly Father every day and every hour of our life. We
also know that the obedience to this law is the true

freedom for God's children. God's law is universal and
deals with our whole life. In the same way we can say:
"what we confess as Christians is universal and has to do
with our whole life. There is not a so-called neutral
territory, in which we are allowed to follow our own desires
and to feel free from God's law."

Consequence
When we say that there is no neutral zone it becomes
obvious that this has also consequences with respect to
school life. Such a consequence of this universal function
of our confession is that - to the utmost of our power - the
schools to which we send our children must have their own
Reformed character. We are not able yet to establish a
Canadian Reformed College or University. However, we
have the calling to establish schools for our children with
their own Reformed character, on the basis of our
confessions as much as we can. That is not a matter of a
kind of hobby of some enthusiastic people, but that is the
precious calling of Reformed believers, who profess their
faith by words and deeds. 

Respect
It remains necessary to emphasize this our duty and
calling with respect to establishing schools for our children.
For it is possible that we still have a certain feeling of
alliance with that which has grown in the course of history
and which has been given to us by a previous generation.
There can be a kind of respect for tradition, and a kind of
piety. This has, of course, a certain value. However, when
this piety is not motivated by an awareness of calling, it
becomes a worldly matter. This danger can threaten us
also with regard to our Reformed schools. We know that a
previous generation struggled hard for these schools; so
we can feel obliged to maintain them and to give our
money for them, while we do so out of tradition. This would
not be good. We should maintain our oneness in faith with
the previous generation. We should retain the same
awareness of calling as our fathers had. If that faith is not
there anymore, then we can inherit the books with the
minutes and the buildings, we can preserve them
respectfully and carefully, but we would have lost that
inheritance as a work of faith. So it remains very important
to see the school in the first place as a matter of faith. This
implies that we must act on the basis of the same
confession. 

No confessionalism
If we stress that the confessions really are to function in
our schools and that we must have the same contents of
faith as our ancestors had, that does not mean that we
want to overestimate the confession. This would be a kind
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of confessionalism. In such a case we would not do justice
to the unique dominion of God's Word. A confession can
only have a derived certainty, derived from the original
certainty of Holy Scripture. 

But we must say at the same time: if there is room and a
calling for having a scriptural confession, then this
confession may not be made suspect. 

No biblicism
When we say: we should not go in the
direction of confessionalism, we must
add: neither in the direction of biblicism.
It was a slogan of the Arminians: only
the Bible! If the Arminians were correct
then it would be possible to attach a
function to the Bible which the Bible
does not have. It would place the Word
of God outside the reality of life, namely,
outside the reality of church-life in her
age-long struggle to guard and to keep
what had been entrusted to her. 
Exactly because of the character of the
confession as confession, which is
based on the Word of God, we may not
abandon it, as long as the confession is
not disproved with clear and firm
arguments from God's Word. Even in
that case we may not say farewell to the
confession, but we have to go the
ecclesiastical way. Therefore on the one
hand there should be no over estimation
of the confession, but on the other hand
no under estimation either. 

No dead formula
The confession may never function like a dead formula.
That is what Calvin said when he stressed that the
confession always has to function as a spiritual guide. He
writes: "We have to esteem the confession highly. Indeed,
the confession is a human writing. But the contents and
the ornament of it are derived from the prophets and the
apostles."
Calvin put emphasis on that fact that the confession may
never become a dead formula. Just three hundred years
after Calvin's death Groen van Prinsterer said the same in
connection with the State Church in the Netherlands: "The
confession of the Church has to be respected above every
form of the Church and every regulation, and no stipulation
may be considered as binding which could be an obstacle
on the way of maintaining the confession of the Church." 

No limitation
However, there was the tendency to place limitations on
the confession, especially in the sense that people would
not be bound by the whole confession in each and every
activity or situation. One would like to have a special
confession for mission, for politics and also for education. 

In an article of February 1982, published in Reformed
Perspective, Dr. J. Faber pointed to the fact that there is a
tendency in the U.S.A. and in Canada to exchange the
Reformed Creeds and confessions in the constitution of
the school societies for an educational creed. 

He gave an example of a so-called educational creed
formulated in Toronto, which speaks about life, Scripture,
Christ, reality, knowledge, scholarship, and academic
freedom. He said: what is good in this statement is found

in broader and better form in the
Reformed confessions, and he
concludes: "Whoever studies the
samples of educational summaries of
principles offered during the last
decades and compares them with the
contents of the creeds and confessions
must conclude that, if in school
communities they are to replace the
historic confessional documents of the
Reformed churches, they will
impoverish Christian life and action," In
fact, what Dr. J. Faber warns against is
a limitation of the confessions. We must
be aware of the danger of going in that
direction!

Relevant?
The background of such a desire for
educational confessions or creeds can
be that one has the idea that the
confessions are not relevant to school
life, or that one is not able to apply the
Reformed creeds and confessions to

the education of the children. However, consider this: what
did the parents promise at the baptismal font with respect
to the education of their children? It is very clear. The third
and last question directed to the parents of the children of
God's covenant is: "Do you promise as father and mother
to instruct your child in this doctrine (that is the doctrine of
the Old and New Testament, summarized in the
confessions, as the true and complete doctrine of
salvation), and to have him (or her) instructed therein to
the utmost of your power?" 

When the parents answer in the affirmative, the children
are baptized into the Name of God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit. From this baptism formula we
can see right away what the content of our confession is.
It is clearly stated in Lord's Day 8 of the Heidelberg
Catechism. The articles of our catholic and undoubted
Christian faith profess God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit, into whose name the children are
baptized. So the three parts of our confession are about
God the Father and our creation, about God the Son and
our redemption, and about God the Holy Spirit and our
sanctification. Are these three parts not relevant to our
schools and to the education of our children? 
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Very important and still relevant is what the late Prof. B.
Holwerda said about the matter of school education in a
speech held in 1941 and printed in one of the books,
published after his death, namely: " The meaning of
covenant and church for marriage, family, and youth; pp.
89-102)." I will give extensive quotations. 

God the Father and our creation
God the Father and our creation: that is the first article of
our confession that is also the beginning of our school. We
are saying here: "The earth is the LORD's and the fulness
thereof." If we do not see this, we do not understand
anything of the school with the Bible . . . . The school with
the Bible is something other than a school plus a Bible. It
is something other than a school with some education in
religion. The school is not a school with the Bible if just a
psalm is to be learned, or the history of the Bible is told to
the children; but a school is truly school with the Bible,
when all of the education is ruled by the Scriptures; when
each and every subject is ruled by the confession of God
the Father and our creation. 

Holwerda continued to say (in 1941): 
It is still quite strongly so that for many among us the
characteristic distinction between the Christian and the
public schools is seen in a Bible story, in a stanza of a
psalm and in prayer, while the other subjects are
considered as being neutral. We have so little defense
against the well-known remarks from public school
supporters, that our speaking of counting and writing in a
Christian way is actually nonsense. Outsiders say: "Also
for your children two times two is four, precisely as at the
public school. They get the same results as others in
adding and subtracting, in multiplying and dividing. Of
course, if two times two for Christian children would be
five, then we could see a good reason for a Christian
school; but not now," Outsiders say: "When your children
learn to write, they do this in the beginning in just as
clumsy a fashion. When they start reading, they stutter in
the beginning, and drone with the same tone as at the
public schools. In history they learn the same dates; in
geography they study the same map. Are not all these
subjects neutral?" Do we have only little defense over
against such reasoning? Are we aware that in this way the
Christian character of the entire education is actually
attacked, and that by such contemplations the whole
Christian life is fundamentally undermined? 

Holwerda writes, in the war situation:
Many parents are happy when their children are able to
learn well: such children have later, when they have
finished school, a good possibility to make a decent living;
then they can, nicely find their way through life; add to this
some knowledge of the Bible and all will be fine for eternity
as well. However, in this way life as a whole is secularized.
For such Christian parents consider a good school a
vehicle for a good position. 

Should we not agree that these words of the late Prof.
Holwerda are still relevant? Prof. Holwerda refers to Psalm
8, calling this the psalm which Jesus Christ had in mind, as
often as He thought about little children. 

This poet says: "O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Thy
name in all the earth!" Why is that name majestic here on
earth? It is because among other things, "by the mouth of
babes and infants, Thou hast founded a bulwark because
of Thy foes, to still the enemy and the avenger." He
considers the mouth of a child, the chatter even of babes,
a tremendous instrument, by which God breaks here on
earth the dominion of the evil one, by which He builds His
kingdom, and reconquers the world for Himself. We are
inclined to say: that is somewhat overdone. The dominion
of Satan stands firmly and it is surely not blown down by
mouths of children. But that poet is confident and he
knows what he says.

He enjoys the crying of a baby who is born. He does not
do that because that mouth will sing psalms later on, and
will say prayers. Of course, that is also important. He is
doing this because this child is also chosen by God to
royal dominion. Also to this child God paid attention as a
son of man, and also this child is crowned with glory and
honour in order to have dominion presently over the works
of God's hands. He knows very well that not each and
every boy is a born minister. Most of them will be busy in
the country or in the city in other jobs. But these sons of
man will have their occupation as servants of God and in
their business the name of the LORD will be glorious over
all the earth. That is the expectation of this poet: not that
these children will have a good job, but that they will
become Godfearing farmers and labourers; that they will
keep in their business and in their job the commandments
of the LORD; that they in their own place will repel the
enemy and the avenger, and that they will conquer the
rebellion against God.

The majesty of God's name
Do we see the significance of our Reformed schools? Prof.
Holwerda says further (p. 95ff):  Of course, two times two
is four, also in our schools. But our children have to know
that, not because they must presently be able
businessmen, but in order to sanctify their business "for
the LORD."

Covenant children learn the same letters as other children,
and when they begin to use a pen and ink, they make the
same stains as the others do. But by the young brains, by
the mouths, by the little fists of our children, God has
founded a bulwark because of His foes, in order that His
name will be glorious on earth. If that were not the case,
then do not teach them at all. If your boys only have to
count in order to advance in life and surpass father and
mother, then do not teach them and do not let them be
taught. Then life will be profaned and desecrated, and this
child will become a tool of the enemy and the avenger. 
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Instead they learn to count and they learn to read because
of God's foes. The LORD, whose glory is above the
heavens, is on the way to His glorious kingdom on earth
also in the scratching pens of our children
. 
Holwerda goes on:
A recruit does not learn to handle weapons without
purpose. He is learning this in order to be able to fight on
behalf of his king, and his fatherland. If he isolates it from
that purpose, he is engaging in crime. 

So it is with our schools. Our children do not learn to read
and to count as if education were an end in itself.
Geography and history are not subjects which are to be
considered apart from God. Children can only work with
them either for or against God. There is not a third way.
For the earth is the LORD'S and the fulness thereof. The
children will serve God in the world and will give thanks to
Him. If they are not doing that, and if they do not learn to
do that, then God will give them over to a wrong mind,
because they have not honoured or thanked Him; then in
their thoughts and deliberations they will come to vanity
and their unwise heart will have become darkened. 

Holwerda says to the parents: 
This is your calling regarding the school with the Bible: that
you see and confess things in this way: that you say: my
children shall be educated in the service of God for their
whole life; and in no other way; that you maintain it and
stand for it, whatever the consequences are: my children
are for the honour and the Name of the LORD. For nothing
else. You do not send them to the school because they
have to know how they have to go through their life and
how they can go to heaven, but in order that God's name
will be glorified in all the earth. If the sole purpose of
education would be to make them skilled for life and
nothing more, then it would be alright to let them go to a
public school. If it is desirable that they know something
about religion, well, then the church and the catechism
class are there. But if you say: the earth is the LORD's,
then you say: now never any other school, but only the
school with the Bible. For us, that is the school which
maintains the Reformed confession. Not all of them will
become ministers of the church - a good thing too! - but
presently they have to know on the farm, in the shop, in
the factory, in the kitchen and in the garage how to serve
the LORD. 

Prof. B. Holwerda added: 
I wish that this motive of the great enmity would dominate
us again; that we would see it again that in our whole life
here on earth, in all its aspects, the name of the LORD
must be hallowed; then we would know again what
Christian education actually is, and we would again stand
behind it. Then we would again be immovable as our
fathers were: here we stand, we cannot do otherwise. For
the name of the LORD on the earth! For anything else we
never will give our children! 

God the Son and our redemption
We have listened to Prof. B. Holwerda tell us that as we
educate our children there can be no question as to how
we have to consider the work of God our Father. There
may be no uncertainty with respect to the goal of the
education of our children: that the name of the Father may
be glorious in all the earth. 

Holwerda goes on to speak about the relevance of the
confession about God the Son and our redemption in the
education of our children (p. 7ff). There should not be any
uncertainty with respect to the position of our children in
this world, thanks to the work of God the Son. 

For there is the reality of God's covenant. There is the
immovable firmness of God's promise, that our children
are washed in the blood of Jesus Christ. I (K. Deddens )
quote in this respect the Form for the Baptism of Infants:
"When we are baptized into the Name of the Son, God the
Son promises us that He washes us in His blood from all
our sins and unites us with Him in His death and
resurrection." 

Prof. Holwerda goes on to say:
If we lose sight of this even for one moment, then our
children have become baptized heathens, maybe, with a
somewhat greater chance for salvation because they are
more in contact with God's grace. However, then our
schools with the Bible have lost their significance because
we would have erased the radical difference between our
children and the children of unbelievers . . . . ' 

Prof. Holwerda stressed that not we, as Christian parents,
ourselves, but that the LORD makes the distinction. If we
had our Reformed schools only with the intention to create
a distinction on our own authority, we would not have a leg
to stand on. Saying, the schools are good for bringing the
children to Jesus Christ, then we do not see things right.
Then the unbelievers are right, saying that Reformed
education is a disrupting influence. You know the
reproaches of unbelievers, stating that we sow divisions in
the nation; we break the national unity. But we reply: the
LORD Himself made the distinction, already in the baptism
of our children. The fellowship of blood and place and time
is broken by God Himself where He established the
antithesis of His covenant. 

In line with Prof. Holwerda we say: This we have to
maintain over against everyone who wants to say it
differently. If we tried to dissolve the antithesis by a
so-called unity, we would commit a crime over against
outsiders. But now we have Reformed schools which
maintain the confession because God Himself made the
distinction in His covenant. "This is the second pillar upon
which the Reformed schools stand: the covenant of the
LORD as a great and deep reality." 
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Branches

Therefore, in the first place, we see the connection
between God's Word with the confession based on it and
the school because "the cosmos cannot be broken: the
earth is the LORD's and the fulness thereof." But,
secondly, we also want the connection between Bible with
confession and the school because there is indeed a split
in mankind. This God, to whom the whole world belongs,
makes a distinction, an antithesis, in Christ Jesus. Our
children are set apart by Him as children of God's
covenant, being bought by the Mediator of God's covenant,
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Of course, also with respect to our children we confess
that they are conceived and born in sin, and therefore
subject to all sorts of misery, even to condemnation. But in
the same breath we also confess that our children are
sanctified in Christ and thus as members of His church
ought to be baptized. With that we confess that God
Himself in Christ Jesus made the distinction with His
covenant. 

God the Holy Spirit and our sanctification
Holwerda then writes about the third part of our
confession: God the Holy Spirit and our sanctification. Let
me first quote again from our beautiful Form for the
Baptism of Infants. "When we are baptized into the Name
of the Holy Spirit, God the Holy Spirit assures us by this
sacrament that He will dwell in us and make us living
members of Christ, imparting to us what we have in Christ,
namely, the cleansing from our sins and the daily renewal
of our lives, till we shall finally be presented without
blemish among the assembly of God's elect in life eternal."
Holwerda points to the prayer of thanksgiving after baptism
where the church prays to God: "We pray Thee through
Thy beloved Son that Thou wilt always govern this child by
Thy Holy Spirit, that he (or she) may be nurtured in the
Christian faith and in godliness, and may grow and
increase in the Lord Jesus Christ." Holwerda adds:

The church professed the Holy Spirit as the sovereign
Worker (of grace], as the great Governor of her children:
God the Holy Spirit is working, not men. But the church
also professed the Holy Spirit as her God who in His good
pleasure, chooses His instruments, and who wants to
govern the children of the covenant by the means,
provided by Himself: the educational office of the parents.
He also grants the freedom to make use of others in the
education of the children, but He never allows them to
pass that office to others or to have others take away that
office from them. 

The Holy Spirit has said to the parents [in the baptism of
the children of God's covenant]: it is I who govern your
children, but it pleased Me to do that via your education.

He has bound them to this, to His sovereign decree.
Therefore, as Reformed people we are called to establish
Reformed schools, being parents of God's covenant
children. This is not a right of ours, but it is the
consequence of the rightful claim of God the Holy Spirit on
the children of the covenant. Therefore this confession
means that we believe that the Holy Spirit promised: "I am
the One to rule over your children, but it pleased Me to do
that through your education," p. 101. Therefore, the Holy
Spirit wants the children of the covenant to be nurtured in
the Christian faith and in godliness. 

Called by God Himself
Holwerda concludes with this summary: 
I believe in God the Father, the Creator; this means: I
believe that if I am faithful and acknowledge His claim on
my whole life, He Himself will take care that the whole
earth will be filled with His glory. Maybe I do not see the
results, but I trust in Him: He will do it. 

I believe in God the Son, the Redeemer; this means: I
believe that if I accept obediently the antithesis also with
respect to the education [of the children], He Himself will
realize and maintain this antithesis; . . . that He Himself
casts fire upon the earth and is bringing the discord among
men [namely, between faith and unbelief] .... 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit who sanctifies; this means:
I believe that, certainly, the rights of the parents in the
school can be denied [e.g. by a government], but that
never the calling by the Holy Spirit can become undone.
When I remain faithful on the post where He put me, the
situation can become frightening for me [1941: Hitler's
occupation] and I can be attacked from several sides, but
the Spirit will maintain His calling [for me] also over against
those who attack it. Perhaps I cannot do this, but He will. 

Therefore, we go on working, offering, praying for schools
with the Bible [i.e. Reformed schools where the Bible rules
over, and the confession is maintained in the entire
education of our children, K.D.]. Perhaps, the time is
coming when we are only able to pray. But even then we
are not beaten. For God, who, in the end, will let the world
perish upon the prayer of His church, will, upon the prayer
for the hallowing of His Name, create the new world also
in and through the [faithful Christian] school. It may not
look that way at all at the present moment, but that new
world will come, also via our faithfulness to the school with
the Bible [and the Reformed Confession, K.D.]: O LORD,
our Lord, how majestic is Thy Name on all the earth. 

Let us not forget this urgent appeal of Professor Holwerda.
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Credo Aid Update....

By now all of you should have received our info sheet with the list of fundraisers
scheduled for this year and perhaps it is already hanging up for reference! 
Currently we have two fundraiser events on the go:

Veggie Packs:  The orders are in and production day is scheduled for Tuesday,
Oct. 1.  Please pick up your orders on that day by 1:00pm.  If you cannot pick up
your orders, please make arrangements as we no longer have a large freezer to
store them in.  Also, we are still looking for volunteers to take home a box of
veggies to cut the Monday before (pick up your box by 1pm), as well as for the
Tuesday production day.  Please contact Ang deBoer at bandadeboer@acn.net or
857-0524 if you are able to help out. 

Flower Bulbs:  You still have a bit of time to order some beautiful flower bulbs for
your spring garden.  Orders are due Oct.1!  If you haven't seen the flyer yet from
Vesey's Bulbs and would like to, please contact Jacoba Leyenhorst at
jaleyenhorst@gmail.com.

Looking ahead to the upcoming popular Croquetten fundraiser, we are urgently
seeking one new person to join the event's crew of organizers.  As a new
organizer, this year you would be working alongside the current team to learn all
there is to know before taking over your own role next year.  And as this fundraiser
is already in the early stages of planning, this position needs to be filled
immediately.  It is a role that is perfect for older moms or grandmoms and it's one
that is much appreciated by the whole community!  Please consider helping out and
contact Evelynn Scheper (or any other Credo Aid board members) if you are willing
to take on a new exciting endeavor! 

And finally, just a note - we are longer doing the recycling fundraiser program, so
there is no need to save/collect ink cartridges etc. anymore.  Thanks for all your
past contributions!

CCES Calendar Update

October 4 Edu Deo Race
7 Assembly 11 a.m.  CCES

9 Assembly 2 p.m Langley Church
10 & 11 CTA Convention

14 Thanksgiving Day

17 School photo retakes

23 Athlete Day

24 Grade 1 day off

30 school membership meeting

31 Assembly 2 p.m Langley Church
November 4 Assembly 8:45 a.m. CCES

8 Assembly 2 p.m Langley Church

11 Remembrance Day holiday no school

21 Grade 1 day off

22 Assembly 2:30 p.m.  CCES

28 PJ/Comfy Clothes Day

29 Pro-D Day no school






