
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

You are invited to the Kindergarten Grad!
Date: Friday, June 24 at 9:45 am

Location: Credo Elementary Gym

Relatives and friends are welcome!
Cake to follow

The closing  assembly is at Langley Church @ 11:00.

Please join us in celebration of the
CCES Grade Seven Graduation

Friday  June 24, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 
Langley Canadian Reformed Church

Esther Grace Allison
Luke Christiaan Borst

Quinton Dominic Bulthuis 
Emmanuel Ezeldin Clement

Esther Marie de Boer
Autumn Jade Devries

Gillian Michelle Hoogstra
Sophia Anne Hummelman

Amy Wynn Huttema
Ashley Renee Leyenhorst
Luke Robert Leyenhorst

Tyson John Lof
Sean Riley Luiten

Regan Leah Onderwater
Emma Jaqueline Pruim

Sophia Jayne Roukema
Kaitlin Corine Scholtens

Matthew Dirk Spoor
Kaleb Josiah Stel

Levi Caden Vandeburgt
Adam Mitchel Vandergugten

Nathan William Charles Vanderpol
Sarah VanOene

Justus Manuel Van Spronsen
Zebedee Taylor VanSpronsen

Corday Lynneta Van Vliet
Hailey Danielle Veenendaal
Lauryn Christy Veenendaal

Eric John Warkentin
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The purpose of our parental Christian School is to educate our children to develop their  individual potential and to
acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for a life of responsible stewardship in God's Kingdom.
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From the Chairman....
Chris Hoff

"…The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.

  Do not forsake the work of your hands." 
Psalm 138

By the time you receive this there will be just a few
days left in what has been another busy and eventful
school year.  This serves as a good time to reflect
upon God's blessings over the past school year. 
God's steadfast love was indeed evident, and He has
seen it fit to enable Credo to yet again prosper.  

Purposes 
Psalm 138 speaks of the purpose that God has for all
of us and, by extension, how each of us is called to
serve as an instrument in the unfolding of His master
plan.  And CCES plays an important role in this,
equipping the next generation of His covenant
children to fulfill the purposes that he has planned for
them since the beginning of time. 

And of course, God also has a purpose for each of
the teachers at CCES.  He has worked in their hearts
a desire to serve, and to train our children.  For many
of them, training our children is a good part of their
life's work, and we are deeply indebted to them.  So,
to all the staff - from Principal Otto Bouwman and
Vice-Principal Jennifer Onderwater, to each of the
teachers and support staff - thanks very much to
each of you for your unique contributions over the
last year.  We are aware of the rigourous days and
long nights that you put in, often going well beyond
the call of duty.  We owe much thanks to you, and
we hope that you will have a restful and blessed
summer.

In addition to the professionalism and dedication of
the teachers, we also rely upon dedicated
contributions from many members in the community. 
This includes parents and members who support the
school financially; volunteers who help in
classrooms, the library, landscaping, maintenance,
Board Committees, Credo Aid, Golf Committee etc. 
We are thankful for the collaboration among a
diverse array of people, unified with a singular
purpose to provide an environment for godly training
and character development for our covenant
children.  

Outcomes
The culmination of this commitment from so many
people over the last 8 years is graduation of the
Grade 7 class.  As they move in to the next stage in
life, we hope that each of the graduates (and their
parents) can fondly reflect upon their time at CCES. 
We trust that CCES was helpful in laying a

foundation for a life-long commitment to knowledge
of the world He has made and continues to sustain. 
We trust that this knowledge, learning and discipline
will serve as a platform to propel you towards a life of
humble and dedicated service to God, on whatever
path He may lead you.

A Few Other Matters
• Farewell: this is of course the time of year

where we bid farewell to staff.  This year we just
bid farewell to Karin Timmerman.  Although we
barely got to know you this year, we much
appreciate the time you spent at CCES.  We
wish Karin blessings as she and her husband
move to Holland this summer.

• Music Teacher: we continue to have a difficult
time securing a Music Teacher for next year.  At
this point we are quite open to suggestions from
membership - let us know if you have a
suggestion! 

• Membership meeting held May 25: thanks to
those who came to the membership meeting.  It
is encouraging to see such a good turnout, with
a constructive and supporting tone.  As a Board,
we again thank you for entrusting the
governance of the school to us and continue to
seek your prayerful support.  

• Golf Tourney: by the time you read this, the
annual Golf Tournament will have passed and
will have been enjoyed by many.  This event
continues to be an important source for
fundraising for us, and we very much appreciate
the support from members and also the
community.  Thanks especially to the business
sponsors - you may wish to remember their
support with your patronage.  Finally - many
thanks to the Membership Committee and the
Golf Tournament Committee for pulling this effort
together.    

• Summer Maintenance: the Maintenance
Committee will be busy with summer renovations
such as the gym, installation of one FM system,
some classroom upgrades etc.  Please call Al
Leyenhorst or Tim Bontkes if you are able to
lend a hand. 

• Summer Work-Bee: is once again planned for
this summer.  Many hands make this annual
effort easier.  We hope to see many of you
there.  
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From the Principal....
Otto Bouwman

Harry Moes
Though Harry was formally Principal at CCHS, we
know of course that he played a much broader role
in our school community.  Harry was a close valued
partner to the principals at CCES and other schools,
and ably represented us at groups like FISA BC.  As
CCES Chair I relied upon his wisdom and
perspective many times.  While upon his retirement
we do not expect Harry to completely leave the
scene, his more permanent presence (and the fruit
bowls) will be missed. 
 
Harry - on behalf of all of us, thank you for your 38
years of leadership and service.  God did indeed
have a purpose for your life's work, and this is
manifested in the lives of many children that you
have led.  May God bless you and Martha in your

retirement, and with your new role as you continue to
serve the community as an advisor to  ARPA.

The End is Near!
The end of the school year also brings about a flurry
of activity as teachers wrap up school trips, perform
final tests, prepare report cards, prepare for final
assemblies etc.  We seek God's blessing upon your
work, and we hope that staff and students - and
membership - will have a refreshing summer, and
return back in September reenergized for another
year.

Neil Dykstra, Bob Huttema, Oliver Hansma, 
Chris Hoff, Fiona Jansen, Al Leyenhorst,

Tim Rook, Will VanOene

The end of the school year is rapidly approaching. It
seems a fitting time to express gratitude to the many
who have been involved for the many good things
that have been experienced. Above all, thanks are
due to our Father in heaven, in whose service we
work. May he bless the work that has been done,
and cause this work to bear fruit in the lives and
hearts of our students.

Administrative Team
The administrative colleagues that I was allowed to
work with here at Credo this past year are to be
highly commended. Our secretary, Mrs. Kuntz,
continuously does a great job staying on top of
everyone's comings and goings, communicating, and
tying many loose ends together. She keeps close
tabs on all things related to the flow of money into
and out of the society's coffers. Her presence in the
school this past year has proved to be invaluable.

Our vice-principal, Mrs. Onderwater, has
competently helped to keep track of a plethora of
organizational matters at the school; sometimes that
involved busses, other times it meant arranging
substitute teachers, always it required deliberate
attention to details.  As well, she provided
commendable leadership and coordination in the
curriculum development that has taken place during
the school year.

Our Special Education Coordinator, Mrs. Huttema,
has done a fantastic job ensuring that the learning
needs of all students are being met. She stays on top
of organizing the Educational Assistants working in
all the different classrooms and provides valuable
advice and encouragement to the teachers who are
creatively trying to address the needs of all their
students. She encourages the staff to demonstrate
attitudes conducive for student success.

Administrative team: thank you heartily for all that
you have done this past year! Enjoy a well-deserved
summer recess……….  after all the loose ends of
this year have been completed and the necessary
planning for next year is in place!

Teaching Team
The classroom teachers deserve a huge round of
applause for their continued commitment,
persistence, and flexibility as they cheerfully provided
instruction in the respective classrooms. CCES has
been blessed with staff members who love the Lord,
love the children in their care, and are passionate
about helping the children develop the gifts they
have been given. It is such a pleasure seeing the
staff joyfully greet students on their way into the
school at the beginning of the day, and cheerfully
supervise those same students as they get on the
bus at the end of the day. The teachers lead the
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students in devotions every day. (How many other
people have the opportunity to hear psalms and
hymns being enthusiastically sung at the beginning
of every day?) Dropping into the classrooms and
observing teachers in action is a great privilege - as
becomes evident every time Ed Com and Board
members report after their visits to the school.

Teachers' aides and educational assistants play a
critical role in successful program delivery. In some
classrooms, the number of students requires the
presence of an assistant. Other times, the particular
learning needs of individual students requires the
presence of a teacher's assistant. I have been so
impressed by the quality of the teaching staff and
also the quality and the commitment of their
assistants. For several reasons, we have seen some
turnover of staff in this area during the past year.
Each of the assistant staff members has contributed
meaningfully during the past school year. 

Teachers and assistants: thank you for all the work
you've done at Credo during this past year. I
commend you for your patience and love for learning
and love for the students in your care. Enjoy a time
of recharging of batteries during the summer. I look
forward to working with you again in the 2016/2017
school year.

Behind the Scenes
First of all: Parental commitment to Christian
education at CCES has been abundantly evident
during the past year. It is a wonderful privilege for
teachers to come alongside parents, assisting them
as we work with the students entrusted to our care.
Parents: keep up the commitment. Maintain the
discernment. May the unity of purpose we share,
together with the church, continue to be evident. We
are involved in transferring generational
understandings. Parents and teachers are telling the
coming generation the Lord's great deeds, so "that
the next generation might know them, and arise and
tell them to their children, so that they should set
their hope in God and not forget the works of God"
(Psalm 78). The older I become the more I
appreciate the reality that we are to view our children
as the parents of our grandchildren - whether seen or
unseen…..

Though the school's administrative and teaching
teams are usually the face of what goes on in the
school, there are a plethora of people in the
background who play a critically important role. I

have enjoyed working with the school board, which
provides direction and governance to the whole
operation. A committed chairman, Chris Hoff, has
capably demonstrated servant leadership during the
seventh (!) year of his chairmanship at the school. I
really appreciate a chairman who not only starts a
meeting on time, but also ensures that meetings end
on time. As became evident at the membership
meeting, the board has been able to focus on policy
and overall governance of the school - thanks so
much, board members!

The two board committees I've had most interaction
with are the Maintenance Committee and the
Education Committee. Both of these committees
have done a great job fulfilling accomplishing their
mandate. I won't repeat what you can read
elsewhere in this Branches about the work that the
Ed Com has done this past year, but I do commend
those members for their willingness to provide
meaningful input to the school's educational
program. And though the Maintenance Committee
members - and some in particular - likely groan when
they see yet another email from the principal
requesting that something get attention
("Immediately please"), yet they cheerfully come to
the school time after time to address the needs in the
building. I'm excited about the continued plans that
are in the works for further building renewal.

Other volunteers also support the work that is done.
Some of them work with students in the classroom or
in the library. Some show up as drivers or
chaperones for field trips. Some serve on other
committees - raising funds for the school or ensuring
that the school's IT systems are fully functional.
Some mothers come in and perform random acts of
kindness. Thank you all for your contributions.

The bus drivers have great responsibility as they
transport the students to and from the school every
day. Are any of us as intentional as we should be to
thank them for their work? Or asking the Lord to
watch over them as they transport our children up
and down the busy streets? 

To all the volunteers and workers who labor behind
the scenes in support of the teaching and learning at
Credo: thank you heartily. Know that your labor is
much appreciated and that you have contributed to
a meaningful enterprise!
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Short Reports of Board Meetings

Changing Landscapes
On May 26, the school received notification from our
Minister of Education, Mike Bernier, alerting us to
imminent changes expected regarding  curriculum
developments. We anticipate changes related to
assessment; though most of the changes appeared
to be geared to high school and graduation, we are
aware that there are many unknowns. The ministry
advised us that "the changes align with the
redesigned Kindergarten to Grade 12 curriculum and
focus on greater flexibility for you to decide how
students are assessed. The updates are based on
solid research, classroom successes from around
the world, and extensive consultations with teachers
and education leaders in British Columbia."

The ministry also indicated that with respect to report
cards, "there will be an increased focus on creating
an ongoing dialogue about learning between the
student, teacher, and parent. The goal is for parents
to have a deeper understanding of their child's
progress through relevant, timely information about
how their child is going, rather than just relying on
report cards alone or having infrequent
parent/teacher meetings. The new reporting structure
is designed to better meet the needs of parents,
students and teachers, like the new curriculum itself,
it is more flexible and adaptable to the individual
needs of the student." Time will tell what this
translates into for next year's report cards at CCES.

The local landscape is also expected to change in a
significant way when my colleague across the road
retires. Mr. Harry Moes has not only been a
significant presence at the high school; he has also

provided valuable leadership to the administrative
team at our elementary school as well as been a "life
coach" to numerous colleague principals, including
me. We wish Mr. Moes all the best in his redefined
roles as he cautiously steps into the world of
"retirement." Thank you, Harry; I look forward to a
continued close cooperation in the coming years. 

Next Year
Besides being excited about the renovations planned
for this summer, staff is also looking forward to next
year. There will be two teachers in in Kindergarten
and in Grades 1, 6, and 7. Parents in those grades
can expect a letter to come home during the last
week in June. A first letter addressed to parents of
first-grade students went home already last month;
a second letter will follow with some more details.

In Conclusion
Brevity is a gift that sometimes eludes me. 

Congratulations to those students who are moving
on from our school to the one across the road!  I’ll
say a few more words on Friday evening.

Condolences to those who have recently
encountered the brokenness of life through the
passing of a loved one. May the Lord surround you
and those around you with his special care. Trust in
his promises.

Wishing you all God's continued blessing, and see
you in September!

Short Report of the Meeting of the 
Board of Directors of 
Credo Christian Elementary School  
April 11, 2016

Opening and Welcome:  The Chairman, Chris Hoff,
opened the meeting by reading from Psalm 147 and
prayer.  He welcomed all the Directors and Principal
Otto Bouwman to the meeting.  Fiona Jansen was
absent with notice.

Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular

board meeting was approved.
Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and Short
Report of the March 14, 2016 Board meeting were
adopted. 

Incoming/Outgoing Correspondence: One
outgoing letter was sent regarding prospective
enrolment. 
 
Principal's Report: Otto Bouwman presented the
Principal's Report for April 2016 and provided further
updates on staffing assignments and program
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delivery for the intermediate grades as well as the
French and music program delivery for 2016/17.  A
draft program for the graduation ceremony was
reviewed.

Chairman's Report: The Chairman's report for April
2016 was received for information.  Chris Hoff
reported on his activities as chairman. 

General Business: A number of matters were
discussed including CCRTC financial support, and
the upcoming combined boards meeting. One
enrolment application was approved.  Some General
Administration and School Building policies were
also reviewed. 

Finance Committee: The income statement for
March 31, 2016 was submitted and reviewed.  The
draft budget for the 2016/17 school year was
reviewed.

Maintenance Committee: A 5-year maintenance
plan was reviewed, outlining budget requirements for
long term maintenance items such as gym and
HVAC upgrades.

IT Committee: The IT committee is currently
considering the feasibility of FM audio systems for
the classrooms.

Next Meetings / Events: The Combined Boards
meeting is scheduled for April 14, 2016. The next
regular Board meeting is planned for May 2, 2016.
The May membership meeting is planned for May 25,
2016.

Closing: Oliver Hansma closed with thanksgiving
prayer.  Chris Hoff adjourned the meeting and
thanked all for coming.

~~~~~

Short Report of the Meeting of the 
Board of Directors of 
Credo Christian Elementary School
May 9, 2016

Opening and Welcome:  The Chairman, Chris Hoff,
opened the meeting by reading from Romans 9 and
prayer.  He welcomed all the Directors and Principal
Otto Bouwman to the meeting.

Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular board
meeting was approved.

Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and Short
Report of the April 11, 2016 Board meeting were
adopted. 

Incoming/Outgoing Correspondence: Letters were
received from the CCRTC and William of Orange. One
outgoing letter was sent to the CCRTC regarding
financial support.  

Principal's Report: Otto Bouwman presented the
Principal's Report for May 2016 and provided updates
on curriculum review, replacements for departing EA's,
and plans for the Grade 1 classes next year.  An
advertisement will be posted for a music teacher.

Chairman's Report: The Chairman's report for May
2016 was received for information.  Chris Hoff reported
on his activities as chairman. 

General Business: A number of matters were
discussed including a draft 5-year maintenance and IT
plan, transportation tax credits, and changes to the BC
Societies Act.  The agenda for the upcoming
membership meeting was finalized.  Some Personnel
and School Building policies were also reviewed and
amended. 

CCSTA: Al Leyenhorst reported on the activities of the
CCSTA, and noted that the CCSTA budget was
approved.

Finance Committee: The income statement for April
30, 2016 was submitted and reviewed.  The draft
budget for the 2016/17 school year was approved for
presentation to the membership.

Education Committee: W. VanOene reported
positively on a third term school visit.  It was decided to
look into implementing the AIM Language Learning
French program.

Membership Committee: Neil Dykstra reported on the
activities of the Membership Committee and provided
an update on the promotional materials and golf
tournament.

Special Education Committee: The minutes of a
recent Special Education Committee meeting were
received for information.  Fiona Jansen reported on the
activities of the Special Education Committee.
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Minutes of Membership Meeting

Next Meetings / Events: The CCHS May membership
meeting is planned for May 18, 2016. The CCES May
membership meeting is planned for May 25, 2016. The
next regular Board meeting is planned for June 13,
2016. 

Closing: Tim Rook offered a prayer of thanksgiving. 
Chris Hoff closed the meeting and thanked all for
coming.

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Credo Christian Elementary School 
with the Membership
May 25th, 2016 CCES Gymnasium

Opening and Welcome: There was no official opening,
as this meeting was preceded by the CCHS
membership meeting. The Chairman, Chris Hoff,
welcomed all those present. A quorum of members was
present.

Agenda: The agenda was adopted as presented. 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the CCES
membership meeting held October 21th, 2015 were
distributed prior to the meeting.  A motion to adopt the
minutes as presented was seconded and carried by a
show of hands. 

Matters from the Minutes: There were no matters
from the minutes.

CCES 2016/2017 Budget:  The Chairman gave the
floor to the Board Treasurer, Oliver Hansma, to present
the CCES Special Education and regular budgets for
2016/2017.  The changes from the previous year were
explained and the budget notes were further clarified.
An opportunity for questions from the floor was given.
There were no further questions. A motion was made to
accept the Special Education budget and the regular
budget for 2016/2017 as presented.  The motion was
seconded and carried by a show of hands.

Proposed Five-Year Plan:  The Chairman, Chris Hoff
presented a draft five-year plan and outlined the
Board's plans for school improvements over the next
five years, including renovations to the gymnasium,
school HVAC system, repaving of parking lot, and IT
upgrades.  Funding sources were also reviewed and a
funding shortfall of $100,000 - $150,000 was identified. 
The Board intends to bring a formal plan to membership

for approval at the October membership meeting.  An
opportunity for questions from the floor was given. 
Further clarification was provided on what will be
included in the gymnasium renovation.

Summary of Policy Review:  The Chairman, Chris
Hoff gave a presentation on the school's policies.  The
presentation included information related to current
CCES policies, why they exist, how they are used, and
how the Board is currently interacting and reviewing
them on an ongoing basis.  Recent changes to the
CCES Reserve Fund policy were presented by Oliver
Hansma.  The Board is currently considering adopting
an anti-discrimination policy, and is working on changes
to the Bylaws in response to the new BC Societies Act
which comes into effect in November 2016.  The Board
plans to bring proposed revised bylaws to the
membership for approval at the October membership
meeting.  An opportunity for questions from the floor
was given.  Further clarification was provided on how
the Board and administration address classroom sizes
and teachers' needs.

Golf Tournament - The Chairman gave the floor to
community member James Stiksma, who gave a short
update on the upcoming Golf Tournament being held
on June 11th.  He encouraged the membership to sign
up, and thanked the members of the committee for their
work.

Question Period:  An opportunity for general questions
from the floor was given.  There were no further
questions.

Thanksgiving Prayer: The membership was asked to
sing Psalm 25 stanza 2.  Community member Tyler
Vanvliet led in thanksgiving prayer.

Adjournment:  The Chairman, Chris Hoff closed the
meeting and thanked all for coming.
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A year at Credo from the perspective of the Education Committee
Melissa VanPopta and Wenda Sikma

From the Treasurer    
Oliver Hansma

We met monthly under the leadership of Bob Huttema
and welcomed Mandy Dewit and Mindert Deboer as
new members, and Otto Bouwman as principal. We
said farewell to Yolanda Hoogstra as her term ended
and Lisa VanDyke who stepped down early after
accepting a teaching position at Credo. Both of these
ladies contributed significantly to the committee: thank
you!

At every meeting, Bob and Otto reported on education
matters at a Board and school level. Again and again
we became aware of all that happens to make Credo
the great school that it is; there are so many involved
who go above and beyond.

As the Education Committee, it is important that what
we do benefits the staff, administration and Board, and
that we are relevant to the operations of the school. 
After reviewing the minutes from the past 10 years of
Ed Com meetings, our committee suggested a slightly
updated description of our committee's mandate. The
new mandate confirms the importance of curriculum
review by our committee. As well, the school visits we
regularly conduct should help us get a sense of the
Christian environment in the school and provide us with
an opportunity to encourage the staff. A third
component of our mandate is to review and research

proposals received from the Board in order to made
recommendations when requested.  
 
A highlight for an Ed Com member is the opportunity to
see teaching in action at Credo.  Throughout the year
we partnered up with the Board and were warmly
welcomed into Credo classrooms where it was always
evident how God has blessed us with a wonderful
learning environment and with dedicated teachers 

This year we also attended a combined meeting with
representatives from Credo High, William of Orange
and John Calvin to learn more about the BC Education
Plan. This plan outlines the significant curriculum
changes put in place by the BC Ministry of Education
which will affect all BC schools.  These changes take a
significant amount of work to implement and staff has
stepped up. They are working hard with teachers at
WofO and JCS to make sure that the curriculum is in
line with these changes. 

We are looking forward to next year in our role as
Credo's Education Committee, welcoming new agenda
items as well as implementing our curriculum mandate
by working with staff to closely review the Math
program at Credo.

Yearly tuition fees run from September to August.  The current fees are payable for July and August for all
members -including those with graduating students and those who are relocating.

Fees for the upcoming school-year (2016/17) will increase from the current year by $20 per month in each 
tuition category according to the schedule below.  
Kindergarten 305.00
Elementary (1-3) 515.00
Elementary (4-7) 535.00

Junior High (8-10) 680.00
Senior High (11-12) 730.00
Membership 125.00

Please note:
• Pre-Authorized Debits (PAD) will be adjusted to the new rates as of September 2016.
• If you have not signed up for  this option, please complete  the  form and return it to the elementary school

as soon as possible with a void cheque.  If you need a form it is available on the CCES website via the link
on the home page  www.credoces.org or under Publications.

• All parents wishing to take advantage of a tuition credit for K-3 students not using the bus must complete
the Transportation Registration form on the website. 
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Book Week 

During book week students were invited to participate in a story writing contest or a bookmark design contest.
There were many great submissions.  Many of the posters are on display in the school hallways for all to enjoy. 
Congratulations to the winners:

Poster Contest Winners Story Contest Winners

K/1 Ben Vanderhorst
Taron Kang 
Petra Dehaas

2/3 Meagan Bontkes
Avery VanSeters
Alexa Leyenhorst

4/5 Lydia Vandervan
Joshua Bontkes
Caleb Dewit

6/7 Ryan VanOene
Rina Liu
Ellie VanOene

1  Meagan Hansma

2/3  Alexa Leyenhorst

4/5 Jaina Kang

6/7 Carys Roukema
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I Survived the Slave Hunt

Alexa Leyenhorst

One hot sunny day in Africa, 9 year old Max was playing games with his family.  Suddenly someone
knocked on the door.  Max was curious and ran up to the door to open it to see who it was.  He opened
the door and to his surprise it was a stranger who he quickly realized was a Slave Hunter.  He had chains
and was white skinned.  All the people in Max's village were black skinned.

Max tried to react fast but the Slave Hunter reacted faster than Max expected.  The Slave Hunter
grabbed Max and tied his hands and feet with a rope were.  His family was terrified and tried to fight
back to the Slave Hunter but the scary man had a gun and threatened the family with it.  The Slave
Hunter put Max on a horse and rode away and headed for the coast where the docks were.  Him and Max
were long gone, and the family and the rest of the village people did not own horses so they could not
catch up to them.

A slave ship was about to leave Africa.  The Slave Hunter with Max was able to get on the boat. 
Someone took off the Max's ropes when they were on the ship and Max was relieved and said "Thank you
so much!" but he said that too soon because the Slave Hunter then put on the chains.  He was put on a
layer of beds in the ship with other mean people.  Max was terrified and cried a lot because he didn't
know where he was going and he missed his family. 
 
The ship started to move on the water quickly, but Max now knew from other people that got kidnapped
and were put on the same ship that it was going to be a very long ride.  

On the ship for this journey Max ached all over his neck, hands and legs from the rubbing chains.  He
ate horrible tasting food like dirty water and moldy bread.  It was awful.  

After 3 ½ months of pain and suffering the ship arrived at their destination.  It took 30 whole minutes
to get off the ship.  Soon enough he was grabbed and ties and placed on a horse and brought to the
middle of town.  A lot of people were standing there waiting to buy slaves.  One family bought Max for
$100.00.  The family felt pity for him.  The family did not want him for a slave but wanted to adopt him
as their own child.  He pretended to be their slave around other people and was very thankful for them.
He had heard other slaves that were bought and mistreated by their owners.  Max was very happy to live
them.  

Max's family was Christian and everyday they taught him about God, taught him to pray.  They also
taught Max to read and bought him his own Bible.  Every Sunday the family would invite friends over and
a secret Minister.  The minister would preach for 4 hours every week.  Max was learning quicker but had
to hide every time Slave Hunters came around his house.  Soon enough Max's new family moved to
Canada. 
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Max thought that Canada was great because they didn't have the slave trade there.  Max still missed
his family from Africa and thought about them often, but also prayed for them that they would stay safe
and become Christians.

The adopted parents of Max paid for his family from Africa to move to Canada where they could be safe
and not worry about the danger of the slave traders.  They all lived together in the big house in Canada,
and the kids all went to school and all became Christians and worshipped together.  

The Forgotten Flute Player
By Jaina Kang        

One day, I, John Bard, was walking through the forest on my way home. All of a sudden, I heard a strange
song being played the creek's bank. I very quietly tiptoed to the bush facing the creek. After I was
settled and ready to look, I pulled myself together and gathered all the courage I had. When I looked
up, sitting on a rock was a man with a flute in his hand, playing the most beautiful tune I had ever heard
in my life. Half conscious, I crept closer and closer to the man. I wasn't watching where I was going, and
stepped on a stick, and how it cracked! The man sitting on the rock instantly turned around. When he
saw me there, he glared at me. In a booming voice he yelled."And what are you doing here?" 

"Well, I just heard your song and wanted to know who was playing." 

"Well, Well. Now that you know who was playing, now shoo!" 

"And why should I?" I asked. "You don't own the creek do you sir?" 

"Of course I don't! First if you want to watch me tell me your name or go home!"
Naturally, I told him my name was John Bard. First he looked at me for about three seconds. I asked him
why, and he said because. I guess he just didn't feel like sharing his feelings. After a minute or two, I
asked him what he was going to do. He said he was going to the King. Man was I ever surprised! 

"But you're not allowed to go to the king dressed in rags! You're being disrespectful!"

" I know! I know!" said the man. 

Then I asked why he wanted to go to the King. He then glared at me once more and said in his booming
voice, "what do you care about my business?"
 I looked at him, and said very calmly, "Nothing, why?"

"Because you keep on asking what I am going to do!"

"Okay! Okay! I'll go home. Bye!"

 When I was about 1km away from the creek, I quickly turned around and soon caught up with him. I
followed him all the way to the inn. There the man walked in. After about 2 minutes, I went into the Inn's
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lobby. I asked for a room by myself. The man at the desk said yes. I asked if a man had walked in 2
minutes before me.  The man at the desk said yes. What number is his room? I asked. His room is right
beside yours, on the right. I said thank-you and left. 

When I got to my room, I noticed a small window in each door. So I very quietly peeked through the
window. Inside the room the man was weeping ever so softly! I thought this was weird. So I left the door,
when I heard a maid coming up the stairs. Instead of going back to the lobby, I decided to go into my
room.  Inside was a bed, bathroom, chair, table, and a TV. I decided to 
have a nap. Then I would ask if the man had left. 

When I woke up, I quickly raced down the stairs. I asked if the man had gone yet, the lobby man said yes.
I asked which way he had gone. He said to the King's palace. I paid for my room, and ran till I caught up
to the man. He was whistling, ever so nicely, indeed. We didn't stop for two days straight! By then, I
looked like him all tattered and dirty.

We soon entered a town, and it was deserted.  I thought that was normal because it was pretty dark to
me. We stopped at another Inn. I decided to stay out and rest instead. The next morning he set off again.
I was glad that nobody knew that I was following him. 

Finally he reached the King's Palace. It took him quite awhile to get through. I just managed to get
through, because all the guards were busy with him. When the man got through he ran like lightning
through the court yard. I quickly followed him in. Soon he was in the King's throne room. I snuck in with
him. I heard him say, "Here I come!" 

The King then ordered everyone to go out besides him. I quickly ran into a closet, and hid there. Five
minutes later I heard the guards say they were all out. Very quietly I got out, and hid among the pillars.
I overheard the man who I had been following say, "I loved the journey out in the country Pa!" 

I was thinking, so I was following Prince Joey! The forgotten flute player! Quickly I snapped out of my
dream just in time to hear Prince Joey say, "It was awesome!" 

"I am glad you liked it Joey." replied the king. 

"Thanks for encouraging me to do it, Pa! I don't feel scared to play my flute anymore. 
Meanwhile, I felt like I was going to burst with confusion. Finally, I did. I sprang out of my hiding place
and asked the king to explain it to me. First he asked Joey if I was his friend. Joey said, 

"Yes." King Henry chuckled in his low, but nice voice.  
"Prince Joey was under too much pressure from the audience and I felt like he needed time to find his
love for the flute again. So I decided to send him to the country to rest and find courage again."

Very soon, Prince Joey was back on stage again playing the flute in front of an audience with
confidence.

The End!  

-13-



Branches

The Breadwinner, Paris in 20 years
Carys Roukema

     Parvana cautiously stepped onto the train steps, her mind swimming with worried thoughts. 
What if?  How?  These thoughts would have to be pushed out of her head, for right now Parvana
would have to find a place on the crammed train to sit.  "Here will do," Parvana murmured to
herself sitting down.  There was a man on the other side of the seat, his head buried in his book. 
He didn't look very friendly, his fancy shalwar kameez sagged on the seat, embroidered with red
beads, his thin and boney body pressed against the window, his long beard, gray and scraggly,
stretched down to his waist.  Though he didn't really need to wear a beard, the Taliban had
previously ordered all men to wear beards, when they were in power.  Now they were not, but it
seemed as if they were still in power.  Afghanistan is far from being a nation of peace.  The
Taliban reject the fact that they aren't in power anymore.  They have turned to fight a war against
the government and foreign forces.  Parvana herself wasn't very comfortable with foreign forces
fighting in her home country.  Struggles for women's rights continue as well, girl's schools being
burned and women activists being assassinated.  But she didn't have to think about that, they
were leaving Afghanistan anyways, for France.

     They would be taking the way Shauzia took to go to France.  First they would take the train
they were on to go to Pakistan, towards the Arabian Sea, get on a boat and to France!  Just as
easy as Shauzia had said it when Parvana and Shauzia were merely 11.  Now she was mature,
older, 31.  Parvana had had a husband, back then.  Her life was marvelous, everyone was happy,
everything was perfect.  His name was Kahid, her own age, which she wanted.  He was a writer,
which the Taliban obviously didn't like.  On the night of his death, Parvana, Kahid, and her
children were happily laughing, smiling from ear to ear, just like Parvana's childhood family had
been the day that father was arrested.  But instead of arresting him the Taliban simply shot Kahid
right on the spot, with Parvana's two poor children in misery watching, being protected by their
loving and caring mother, now widowed.  Tears rolled down each of Parvana's faded cheeks just
thinking about it.

       "Pakistan Staaaaaaaaayshun!"  Yelled the conductor.  "Grab my hand Kaseem, time to go,"
said Parvana with baby Shauzia in a pouch hung around Parvana's neck.  Parvana now had two
children, the older, chubby, boy toddler named Kaseem, and baby Shauzia at a merely 3 months
of age.  "Come along Kaseem," Parvana said with excitement stepping out of the train, "We're one
step closer, to France."

        The boat ride along the Arabian Sea was very long, too long to put into a story, but that's
not the point, the point is after twenty long years Parvana was going to see her best friend
Shauzia; Parvana took her first step in Paris.

          Parvana walked along the beautiful sight seeings of Paris with baby Shauzia sleeping in the
pouch hung around Parvana's neck, and little Kaseem clenching tightly to his mother's hand.  "It's
beautiful!"  Parvana yelled in excitement looking at the Eifel tower.  "Let's stop looking, and let's
go see Shauzia!"  Exclaimed Parvana to her children, even though she knew they couldn't
understand her.
  
         "Mama, that's lots of soldiers by the big thing," whispered Kaseem to his mother.  And
indeed there was many stern soldiers parked around the Eifel tower.  They must have been
French soldiers.  A kind man walked past and whispered in Parvana's ear "Just walk past them,
they won't care."  That's exactly what Parvana did.  
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Credo Aid Update....

"Let's get onto the elevator children," Parvana said to the children, walking towards the elevator
on the Eifel tower.  And on the elevator they went.  She felt as if it were hours on the elevator just
waiting to cry out and embrace Shauzia.  Finally the elevator lurched and out came Parvana and
her children.  Shauzia was sitting quietly on a bench watching her watch once Parvana came out. 
"Shauzia?"  Called Parvana.  "Parvana!"  Shauzia yelled out in excitement.  The two long lost
friends embraced each other for the first time in twenty years.  

     "Do you have a new family?"  Questioned Parvana.  "Oh no.  Remember, I said I didn't want a
husband long ago.  That's why I ran away!"  Exclaimed Shauzia.  "And you, I see you have two
adorable little children, so where's your husband then?  "A tear slowly rolled down Parvana's
cheek.  She tilted her head down and didn't say a word.  "Oh, sorry, I am so sorry," said Shauzia
in an apologizing tone.  "Let's not talk about that, come sit down."  Shauzia wiped Parvana's
tears, led her down to a seat, and started chattering again.  Same old Shauzia.  "Let's talk." 
 
     As soon as she said that two of the French soldiers from the bottom of the Eifel tower came
walking towards Shauzia and Parvana, with an angry brow implanted on their faces.  They said
something in the common Taliban language, which Parvana couldn't hear because of the noise. 
In a bolt though, Parvana realized who they were, Talibans.  The  kind man from before walked
towards Parvana and Shauzia, leaned in close to Parvana, and whispered in her ear, "Run."  

The Mother's Day Fair is long over and most of you
are aware of the results, but for those who do not
receive leaflets or Facebook info, we'd like to provide
one final recap:

We were blessed once again with beautiful weather
for the Mother's Day Fair, and what a great morning it
was to see our community come together to enjoy
some fun, food and fellowship!  A huge THANK YOU
to all our organizers, sponsors, contributors and our
many, many volunteers who made this event happen!

This year's Mother's Day Fair brought in a profit of
just over an incredible $15,300, with $7600 of that
raised by the Silent Auction.   Thank you all for such
a great response to our schools fundraising efforts! 
We are incredibly grateful for all your support!  

Congratulations to the fair contest winners:

Colouring Contest - Amy Warkentin (gr. 2) and Emily
Homan (gr. 5a)

Airplane Contest - Ryan VanOene (gr. 6)

Kissing Booth: Ryan Bontkes (gr.4)...with a guess of
161 kisses (actual count: 160)

Our 2016 Sponsors and Donors:
 

Alice Vandelft, Shelley Sikma & Marcia Wildeboer
Anonymous

Aubrey & Jane Vandergaag
Benchmark Homes
Better Blend Coffee 
Cool J's Icecream

Darvonda Nurseries
Distinctive Floral Wholesale

Everybody Loves Candy Shoppe
EVL Nursery

Faraday Electrical Contractors 
Fred & Siete Bergsma

Higher-Ground Landscaping and Design
Home Hardware

Infinity Properties 
ITB

Jack & Joanne Dewit
Karin Louwerse

Rob & Ina Bontkes
RPG Vintage Toys and Games

Sticky's Candy
TG Nursery & Sons 

Vanderpol's Eggs
West Central Building Supplies

Henk & Ginny Vanderhorst

Thank you!
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CERTIFICATE ORDER FORM 
 

GROCERY STORES – ALWAYS AVAILABLE 
Superstore (5%) _______    x    $50.00     =   $______ ____ 
   _______    x    $100.00   =   $ __________ 
   _______    x    $250.00   =   $ __________ 
 
Save On Foods (8%) _______    x    $50.00     =   $ __________ 
(Pricesmart)  _______    x    $100.00    =   $ __________ 
 
IGA (reloadable)(5%) _______    x    $50.00      =   $ __________ 
Safeway  (8%)  _______    x    $50.00     =   $ __________ 
   _______    x   $100.00    =   $ __________ 
 

COFFEE AND TREATS       
Tim Horton’s (5%) _______    x   $10.00      =   $ __________   
   _______    x   $25.00      =   $ __________ 
Starbucks (5%) _______    x   $10.00      =   $ __________ 
   _______    x   $25.00      =   $ __________ 
Esquires (10%)       _______    x   $25.00      =   $ __________ 
 

RESTAURANTS       DEPARTMENT STORES 
Available in $25’s:      Available in $25 and $100’s 
Domino’s (10%)       Sears (2%) 
Olive Garden (7%)      HBC (3%)  
Earls (7%)        (The Bay, Zellers, Home Outfitters) 
The Keg (7%) 
Kelsey’s Multibrand  (3%)      HOME IMPROVEMENT  
   (Milestone’s, Kelsey’s, Montanna’s, Second Cup)   Available in 25’s and 100’s 
Moxie’s (10%)       Home Depot (2%) 
Red Robin (7%)       Home Hardware (3%) 
The Boathouse (7%)      Rona (3%) 
White Spot (7%) 
Boston Pizza (5%) 
Old Spagetti Factory (5%)  
Wendy’s (3%) and Subway (5%) also available in $10 
 

SPECIALTY STORES 
Available in 25’s 
Aeroposte (7%)   American Eagle (5%)   Best Buy (2%) 
Canadian Tire (3%)  Chevron (2%)    Future Shop (2%)  
La Senza (7%)   M&M Meat Shops (3%)   Mark’s Work Wearhouse(7%) 
Old Navy (7%)   Payless Shoes (5%)   Petro Canada (2%) 
Shoppers Drug Mart(3%)  Sport Chek (4%)    Staples (3%) 
Toy’s R Us (2%)(or $10)  Winners (7%) 
 
Available in $20’s –  Chapters (10%),   Roger’s Video (7%) 
Available in $50’s – Spa Utopia (7%) 
 

Please use this space to write your orders for specific stores (other than grocery/coffee): 
___________________________________  ______________________________ 
___________________________________  ______________________________ 
___________________________________  ______________________________ 
Send your form to the school (marked Credo Aid) or phone Shauna Stam 604-514-9805 

Branches

-16-



June 17, 2016

CCES  SCHOOL CALENDAR  2016-2017

August 29-Sept. 2 Staff Orientation/Prep Week

September 6 First day of school

14 School photos

15 School photos Kindergarten B

October 6, 7 CTA Convention no school

10 Thanksgiving Day no school

26 School membership meeting

November 11 Remembrance Day holiday no school

24 Report Cards

25 Pro-D Day no school

29, Dec. 1 Parent-Teacher Conferences

December 16 Last day before Christmas Break

19–Jan 2 Christmas Vacation no school

January 3 School reopens

February 10 Pro-D Day no school

13 Family Day no school

March 7 Report Cards

9 & 10 Student-Led Conferences

13-24 March Break no school

27 School reopens

April 14 Good Friday no school

16 Easter Sunday

17 Easter Monday no school

May 5 Public Speaking Contest

18 Grade 8 Day

19 Pro-D Day no school

22 Victoria Day no school

25 Ascension Day

31 School membership meeting

June Track & Field Day Gr. 6& 7

4 Pentecost

Sports Day

19 Gr. 7  grad

23 Last day, report cards

26-28 Administrative days no school
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Supplies and Personal Items for September 2016

Primary Personal Items List for 2016-17 K gr. 1 gr. 2 gr. 3
Indoor shoes (NO LACES) 
(These are also gym shoes and should stay on firmly)

T T T T

Head phones for netbooks T T

Towel or blanket (no larger than a beach towel) T

Box of tissues T T T T

Intermediate School Supplies List for 2016-17 gr.4 gr.5 gr. 6 gr. 7
Good quality 3 ring binder 1 1/2" 1 2 2 2

looseleaf paper T T T T

binder dividers (pkgs) T 2 2 2

HB pencils T T T T

pencil sharpener, scissors T T T T

erasers T T T T

pencil crayons T T T T

blue or black pens, red pen T T T T

highlighter T T T T

white board markers T

glue stick T T T T

pencil case -no magnetic pencil holders T T T T

Math notebooks/quad ruled/spiral back (+ .5 cm squares
preferred)

T T T T

basic calculator, USB Stick T T

metric ruler T T T T

Library Volunteer Opportunity

Looking ahead to September,.... we would be happy to have a few more volunteers to assist in the
library.  If you would be interested in this opportunity, but would like some more information, please
connect with Sita Vanderpol (sitajohanna.v@gmail.com )
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You are invited to the Kindergarten Grad!
Date: Friday, June 24 at 9:45 am

Location: Credo Elementary Gym

Relatives and friends are welcome!
Cake to follow

The closing  assembly is at Langley Church @ 11:00.

Please join us in celebration of the
CCES Grade Seven Graduation

Friday  June 24, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 
Langley Canadian Reformed Church

Esther Grace Allison
Luke Christiaan Borst

Quinton Dominic Bulthuis 
Emmanuel Ezeldin Clement

Esther Marie de Boer
Autumn Jade Devries

Gillian Michelle Hoogstra
Sophia Anne Hummelman

Amy Wynn Huttema
Ashley Renee Leyenhorst
Luke Robert Leyenhorst

Tyson John Lof
Sean Riley Luiten

Regan Leah Onderwater
Emma Jaqueline Pruim

Sophia Jayne Roukema
Kaitlin Corine Scholtens

Matthew Dirk Spoor
Kaleb Josiah Stel

Levi Caden Vandeburgt
Adam Mitchel Vandergugten

Nathan William Charles Vanderpol
Sarah VanOene

Justus Manuel Van Spronsen
Zebedee Taylor VanSpronsen

Corday Lynneta Van Vliet
Hailey Danielle Veenendaal
Lauryn Christy Veenendaal

Eric John Warkentin

                        BRANCHES     

In This Issue:

• From the Chairman
• From the Principal
• Short Reports of Board Meetings
• Minutes of Membership Meeting

• Calendar for 2016-2017
• Education Committee Update
• Supply List
• Book Week Winning Entries
• Credo Aid Update

Volume 29
Issue 8
June 17, 2016

The purpose of our parental Christian School is to educate our children to develop their  individual potential and to
acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for a life of responsible stewardship in God's Kingdom.




