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The purpose of our parental Christian School is to educate our children to develop their  individual potential and to
acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for a life of responsible stewardship in God's Kingdom.

We are grateful to our covenant God for a blessed year filled with transformative, teachable  moments. 

Our theme text has turned out to be a sustained source of direction, blessing and touch stone for

reflection, as we were intentional to walk with God in our classrooms and offices

 To Him the glory!

“And we, who with unveiled faces, 
all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being

transformed into his likeness 
with ever-increasing glory,

which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. “

2 Corinthians 3:18

May God bless all of us during the summer months!

From all of us at CCES



Branches

From the Chairman....
Chris Hoff

"… and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's."
1 Corinthians 3:23

By the time you receive this there will be just a few days
left in what has been a busy and eventful school year.  It
is good to take the opportunity to reflect upon God's
blessings in the past year.  Despite many opportunities
and challenges; God has seen it fit to enable Credo to
prosper - let us praise Him for this.

The end of the year brings two new health challenges
experienced by CCES staff.  First of all, John Kuntz, the
husband of Elma Kuntz, has been diagnosed with
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis.  No doubt this may cause
anxiety and disquiet in their life.  Let us pray that the Holy
Spirit will fill them with peace, and with confidence that we
belong, body and soul, to our faithful Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Over the last month, we have also learned that Rachel
Vanderhorst expects to undergo further surgery to remove
a remnant of the tumour that was left behind after the
original surgery.  This is also not pleasant news, but we
take confidence, also here, that nothing happens without
the will of our heavenly Father.  Indeed, we confess that all
things must work together for our salvation.  While we may
not always understand God's ways, we know we may rely
upon Him.

Rachel expects to have surgery in the summer, and does
not expect to return to teaching until later in the year,
perhaps December.  Providentially, we are also blessed
that Otto Bouwman, former Principal of Cornerstone
Christian School in Lynden, has been found available to fill
in for Rachel and teach Grade 7 during this period.  Otto,
welcome to Credo!  We are truly pleased that you have
seen it fit to join us.  

Thanks!
The heart of the school, and the ability to deliver excellent
Reformed education, lies with the staff.  To all the staff -
from Principal Heres Snijder and Vice Principal Nathan
Boersema, to each of the teachers and support staff -
thanks very much to each of you for your unique
contributions over the last year.  We are aware of the
rigourous days and long nights that you put in to serve us,
and to train our children, often going well beyond the call
of duty.  We owe much thanks to you, and we hope that
you will have a restful and blessed summer.

In addition to the professionalism and dedication of the
teachers, we also rely upon contributions from many
members in the community.  This includes parents and
members who support the school financially; volunteers
who help in classrooms, the library, landscaping,
maintenance, Board Committees, Credo Aid etc.  We are

thankful for the collaboration among a diverse array of
people, unified with a singular purpose to provide an
environment for godly training and character development
for our covenant children.  

Of course, the graduating class each year is a reflection of
all this commitment from so many people.  Over the last
eight years, the teachers and support staff have trained
our children, in unity with instruction at home and church,
to prepare for a life of discipleship - a life where each of
the students accept the way of life that has been taught in
the model of Christ Jesus, and applies it in all aspects of
their life.  While your training will continue in high school,
we trust and pray that the CCES was helpful in laying a
foundation for a life of faithfulness.

Farewells!
It is of course the time of year to bid farewell to staff.  By
now, most of you would be aware that Nathan and Kim
Boersema plan to move to Nicaragua this summer. 
Thanks very much to both of you for your service to Credo
(and by extension us) in your various capacities as Grade
3 and Kindergarten teacher (Kim), IT administrator and
Vice-Principal and parent volunteer.  Your presence will be
missed.  We trust that God will bless you and your work in
Nicaragua. 

We also bid farewell to Alexandra Douma and Kristin
Sikkema.  Both of you very ably filled in and played
instrumental roles for us through the year.  Thanks to you
both, and trust that God will also bless you in our future
endeavors.  

We also bid farewell to three families:  The Koks and
Souman families will transfer to William of Orange over the
summer, and the VanBostelen family is moving to sunny
and warm Edmonton.  

Administrative Matters
There are a few administrative matters that are worth
mention as well:
• Membership meeting held May 29: thanks to those

who came to the membership meeting - it is
encouraging to see such a good turnout.  Given that
the motion regarding the JSPC recommendation did
not pass at all three schools, the Board will be busy
again this September planning for our next steps as a
community.  Your thoughts and prayers will be a
blessing to us.

• Golf-a-thon: by the time you read this, the annual
Golf-a-thon will have passed, and enjoyed by many. 
Many thanks to the Development Committee (including
Stan Pol for one last year) for pulling this effort
together.    
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From the Principal....
Heres Snijder

• Summer Maintenance: the Maintenance Committee
will be busy with renovating some grade classrooms
and many other tasks.  Please do call Ed Visscher if
you are able to lend a hand. 

• Summer Work-Bee: is once again planned for this
summer.  Many hands make this annual effort easier,
and we hope to see many of you there.  

The end of the school year also brings about a flurry of
activity as teachers wrap up school trips, perform final
tests, prepare report cards, prepare for final assemblies

etc.  We seek God's blessing upon your weeks, and we
hope that staff and students - and membership - will have
a refreshing summer, and return back in September re-
energized for another year.

Tim Bontkes, Wilfred Bulthuis, Oliver Hansma, 
Chris Hoff, John Lof, Ron Scheper, 

Valerie Sikkema, Ed Visscher

Bless the Lord, O my soul
Worship His holy name

Sing like never before
I'll worship Your holy name

You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger
Your name is great, and Your heart is kind

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
Lyrics from the Grade 7 grad song, 2013.

Ten Thousand Reasons for worship and gratitude.
It is the time for necessary endings. 182 school days ago
we began this school year together on September 4, 2012.
We asked God  to shine in our midst and to..'Fill this
school with the Father's glory, to set our hearts on fire and
to flood the students with grace and mercy'.  Between
September 4 and next Tuesday, June 25, we have been
able to marvel at God's provisional care. All glory to Him!

For Kristin, Alex and Nathan and Kim their stay at Credo
also comes to a close. Your presence in staff room and
classroom has been cause for many expressions of thanks
and appreciation. It is a gift to part ways with good
memories of our time together here at Credo Elementary.
A special thank-you is in place here to Nathan. It has been
an inspiration and blessing to work, strategize, struggle,
and pray together with you in the administration's office.
Your presence as vice principal has contributed
significantly to the well-being of all: staff, students and
myself included. As the French say: partir - c'est mourir un
peu. To [see you] leave - is to die a little. May God
surround you, and grant the desires of your heart as you
and your family transition to Nicaragua  - to continue with
His work there!

We are looking forward to see you join Grade 7 students,
their parents, friends and family to celebrate God's
goodness to them throughout their years at Credo. See
elsewhere in this bulletin for a full advertisement. There will
be a live video recording of the event: please notify next of
kin who are living out of town, out of province or who are
physically unable to attend.

Isaiah and Jacob Kok, Nathan and Joshua Souman will
grace the halls and classrooms at William of Orange
School. Farewell, students and our wish is that you quickly
become part of the social fabric at your new school. Best
wishes are also extended to Maria and Anna VanBostelen:
your move from 'Credo' is certainly 'Parkland's' gain! 

On behalf of the staff, a special thank you to all who are
taking their places around meeting tables. Maintenance
Committee, Credo Aid Fundraising Committee, Education
Committee, Library Committee, CCSTA Finance
Committee, Development Committee and Special
Education Committee. I wish to single out  members
around the Board table. Your burden and responsibility of
governance rests on your shoulders, and you are to be
commended for serving the school so selflessly. 

May God bless us all with a time of much needed rest,
reflection and re-focus. Let us continue to pray for God's
kind, provisional care over all of us. 

I wish to end by quoting the final memory work assignment
of the Grade 7 students. It is fitting with a view to the big
transition these students are about to experience as they
transition to Grade 8. This change is much more profound
than just ‘crossing the street’. More, as the Lord leads all
our lives,  – may these words give extra courage and
perspective to you, Miss Vanderhorst, Mr. and Mrs. Kuntz
– and to all of us: ....

21 Yet this I call to mind
    and therefore I have hope:

22 Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed,
    for his compassions never fail.

23 They are new every morning;
    great is your faithfulness.

24 I say to myself, "The LORD is my portion;
    therefore I will wait for him."

25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him,
    to the one who seeks him;

26 it is good to wait quietly
    for the salvation of the LORD.

Lamentations 3:21- 26
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ELMACON Math Competition 

From the Education Committee

On Saturday, May 11, Abigail Hoogstra (gr. 6), Adrian
Huttema(gr. 6), and Godfried Doulomay (gr. 5)
participated in the Elmacon math competition at UBC.
Here are some of their observations: 

"I was pretty scared and nervous to start but the man in
my room told me that I was competing against myself.
During the test the remaining time was written on the
board, this made me less nervous" said Abigail. 

Adrian said, "My idea of what the contest would be was
different than what it was. I liked the contest, it was
pretty cool. There were around 300 kids there!" 

Godfried said, "The competition was fun but the rooms
were cramped. There were too many kids [contestants]
in each room."

The competition was set up in three rounds. Abigail,
Adrian, Godfried participated in the first two rounds. The
first round was called the sprint round and the second
round was called the target round. This is what Adrian
thought about the first two rounds: "I thought the sprint
round was pretty straightforward, I wasn't even that
nervous. The target round was fairly easy for me.
Everyone had to be on the same page for 15 minutes
and there were 3 pages in total. I'm pretty confident that
I did well on the test." Godfried and Abigail both found
the questions challenging, yet mostly do-able. Godfried
said, "The questions at the competition were harder than
the ones we got to practice with." The third round was
only for the top ten of each grade as its purpose was to
find the overall winner.  The top 25 of each grade
received a certificate but beyond that no one knows
where they ranked. This is one thing that our students
wish was different; they would all like to know where
they ranked. 

When Abigail was asked about the overall experience
she said: "I would do it again! The leaders were really
nice and helpful. I thought they would be strict because
the rules on-line seemed so harsh." Adrian and Godfried
also said that, if given the opportunity, they would
participate in the competition again.  

Congratulations to Abigail, Adrian, and Godfried for a
great job! You represented your school very well! 

As another school year draws to a close, the Education
Committee would like to take up a small amount of space
in this issue of Branches.  This Committee is not so much
a "behind-the-scenes" committee as it is more a
"between-the-scenes" as it functions as a link between the
teaching staff and board in various visits and
recommendations.  And this past year was no exception. 
 Education Committee members, with members of the
Board, made regular visits to the classrooms and each visit
was reported on with positive remarks and praise.  We are
thankful to witness positive Christian education happening
in our school.  The growing population of the school meant
a challenge to the Education Committee in recommending
class sizes/splits, etc. to the Board and we are also

thankful that favourable arrangements for both staff and
students have been made for the next school year.  Over
the summer break , the committee members will be
reading in preparation for a new educational
evening/workshop for parents & other interested persons
to attend in the fall.  
From here we also wish to recognize and thank two
outgoing members of the committee:  Caroline Visscher
(from the community) and Jessica DeBoer (from the staff)
who have served on the committee for the past three
years.  Thank you!  We look forward to welcoming Lisa
VanDyke and Jennifer Onderwater as new members .  
May you all have a blessed, safe and restful summer! 
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Getting Ready for Kindergarten!
Kim Boersema

Kindergarten is a fun and exciting year for your child. 
He or she will learn many new things about God and
the  world He has created, and what it means to be
part of a classroom community.  As a parent, there
are some things you can do to help prepare your
child for this year of transition.  Keep the following
ideas in mind as you assist your child in getting
ready for Kindergarten…  

Social Skills: relating to peers and teachers, created
in the image of God

• Model how to share and take turns
• Model how to get attention properly
• Model good manners by using words like

"Please" and "thank-you"

Self-Help Skills: caring for our bodies, fearfully and
wonderfully made by our Creator

• Teaching your child personal hygiene skills
(toilet habits and hand-washing)

• Give your child small responsibilities or
chores like picking up toys

• Give your child opportunities to make choices
• Model problem solving skills by "thinking out

loud"

Listening Skills: demonstrating interest in thoughts
and ideas of others. Foster a listening/receptive
attitude during the presenting and telling of Bible
stories. 

• Gradually increase the length or number of
stories you read to your child

• Ask questions about what you have read…
"What was the name of the dog…?"
"What do you think will happen when…?"
"What would you do if that happened to
you…?"

• Recall details of Bible stories heard at home,
church and school.

• Model listening skills at the dinner table by
taking turns telling each other about the best
and worst parts of the day

Fine-Motor Skills: growing in independence

• Teach your child how to hold a pencil
properly

• Have your child practise taking his or her
shoes and boots on and off, do up zippers,
and button buttons

Academic Skills: growing in knowledge, embedded
in a loving, respectful Father-child relationship
(Proverbs 1:7), 

• Teach your child his/her first and last name
• Help your child learn to write his/her first (and

last!?) name, using uppercase for the first
letter and lowercase for the remaining letters

• Practise singing and saying the alphabet,
identifying individual letters within the
alphabet

• Practise counting from 0 to 20 by counting
household items such as shoes, socks,
plates, cups, or lego pieces.  

As you practise and learn, remember that each child
is unique and may develop at different rates and
levels.  Keep the activities you work on with your
child part of your daily routine.  Make things light,
fun, and interesting.  With your encouragement,
assistance and excitement, your child will be eager
and ready for a new year of learning and growing in
Kindergarten!
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Credo Aid Update....

Short Report of Board Meeting

Short Report of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of
Credo Christian Elementary School
May 7, 2013

• Opening and Welcome:  The Chairman, Chris Hoff,
opened the meeting by reading from Psalm 100 and
prayer.  He welcomed the Directors and Principal H.
Snijder to the meeting.  Ron Scheper was absent
with notice.

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda was approved with
minor additions. 

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and Short
Report of the April 10, 2013 Board meeting were
adopted.  

• Incoming/Outgoing Correspondence: Two
applications for the EA position are received. 

• Principal's Report: Heres Snijder presented the
Principals Report for April 2013 including activities
related to EA position applications and the school
calendar for 2013-14.  An alternative day for days off
during the Grade 1 transition period will be explored. 

• Chairman's Report: The Chairman's report for May
2013 was received for information.  Chris Hoff
reported on his activities as chairman.  Chris Hoff
also reported on recent attendance to the FISA
meeting.    

• General Business: A number of matters were
discussed including applications for enrollment,
adoption of a student records policy to fulfill ministry
requirements, considerations for the Vice-Principal

policy and upcoming vacancy due to Nathan's
departure, JSPC survey results  and approval of the
special resolution to be presented to membership,
and the meeting agenda for the May 29th
membership meeting.

• Education Committee: W. Bulthuis provided a
positive oral report with respect to class visits.

• Maintenance Committee: An advertisement shall be
included in an upcoming Branches publication to
provide opportunity for individual(s) to express
interest in the janitorial role for 2013-14.

• Finance Committee: The comparative income
statements for the period July 1, 2012 to April 30,
2013 were received for information.  The 2013-24
budget was approved for presentation to the
membership at the upcoming membership meeting.

• Development Committee:  Oliver Hansma reported
on the activities of the Development Committee
including plans for the Credo Golf Tournament.  

• IT Committee: J. Lof reported on the activities of the
IT Committee, including the purchase of a server
and netbooks.

• Next Meetings / Events: The next Board meeting is
planned for June 11, 2013.  The spring membership
meeting is scheduled for May 29, 2013. 

• Closing: Tim Bontkes closed with thanksgiving
prayer.  Chris Hoff adjourned the meeting and
thanked all for coming.

Fundraising Overview: Thank you to all of you for
another successful fundraising year!  Organizers,
volunteers, and of course everyone who financially
supported the fundraisers - your efforts and contributions
were valued and so appreciated.  The total money
raised from all the different fundraisers was over
$19,451!!  It is amazing what our community can do
when we work together, and we are thankful to our
Heavenly Father for blessing our efforts!

Gift Certificates: The Gift Certificate program is a
separate fundraising entity, and there are still a couple
months left before we can give a grand total of funds
raised, but to give you an idea, the amounts generated

from the gift certificate purchases have been averaging
at about $1400 a month.  Thank you to all those who
have supported this program - especially those who use
the post-dated cheque system to order certificates every
month!

Board Member Update: We'd like to give a special
thank you to our outgoing board member, Esther
Vandergugten.  Thank you Esther for your dedicated
work on the Credo Aid Board these last few years.  Your
willingness to serve is appreciated!

Enjoy your summer everyone!  See you back in the fall!
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Staffing & Enrollment for 2013-2014
Grade # of students Teacher
K 27 L. Scholtens

J.Onderwater
1 23 M.McDougal
2 21 A.Bosch
3A 15 S.Chase
3B 15 J. Kanis
4 30 J.Scholtens
5 24 L.Vanspronsen

N.VanRhee
6 26 J. deBoer
7 22 O. Bouwman
Principal H. Snijder
Vice-principal J. Onderwater
SpEd Coordinator D.Huttema
SEA K.Meints
SEA K. Mostert
SEA P. VanDelft
TA Gr. 1 A.VanSpronsen
TA Gr. 4 M. Bosma

W. DeLeeuw

CCES Intermediate Supply List 
Please note: there are changes from previous years

gr.4 gr.5 gr. 6&7
Good quality 3 ring binder 1 1/2" 1 2 2
looseleaf paper                T T T
binder dividers (pkgs) T 2 2
HB pencils T T T
pencil sharpener T
erasers T T T
pencil crayons T T T
blue or black pens T T T
red pen                                                     T T T
pencil case -no magnetic pencil holders T T T
Math notebooks/quad ruled/spiral back
• larger than .5 cm squares preferred

2 2 2

basic calculator T
metric ruler T T T

Primary (K-Grade 3) 
• Please do not bring your own pencils, crayons, supplies, etc.  These are provided by the school.  
• Indoor shoes, with velcro or zipper closures (no laces).  These are also gym shoes and should

stay firmly on their feet
Also required:
C A blanket or towel for quiet time (no larger than a beach towel) (Kindergarten)
C One box of tissues
C White board markers (Grades 1, 2 & 3)
C Headphones to be used with netbooks (Grade 1, 2 & 3)
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From the Treasurer    Tim Bontkes

Yearly tuition fees run from September to August.  The current fees are payable for July and August for all
members   -including those with graduating students and those who are relocating.

Fees for the upcoming school-year (2013/14) will be increase from the current year by $5 per month in the
kindergarten tuition category, $10 per month in the membership & elementary categories and $15/month in the high
school categories  according to the schedule below.  
Kindergarten 260.00
Elementary (1-3) 470.00
Elementary (4-7) 490.00

Junior High (8-10) 635.00
Senior High (11-12) 685.00
Membership 110.00

Please note:
• Pre-Authorized Debits (PAD) will be adjusted to the new rates as of September 2013.
• If you have not signed up for  this option, please complete  the  form and return it to the elementary school as

soon as possible with a void cheque.  If you need a form it is available on the CCES website via the link on the
home page  www.credoces.org or under Publications.

• For those not wishing to use PAD, the board-approved payment policy requiring tuition-paying members to
forward postdated cheques made out to "CCES" in September of each year, will remain in effect.

CCES  SCHOOL CALENDAR  2013-2014
September 3 first day of school

10 School photos Kindergarten B
11 School photos

October 10 & 11 CTA Convention no school
14 Thanksgiving Day no school
17 School photo retakes
30 school membership meeting

November 11 Remembrance Day holiday no school
29 Pro-D Day no school

December 2 Report Cards
3 & 5 Parent-Teacher Conferences

20 last day before Christmas Break
23 –Jan 3 Christmas Vacation no school

January 6 school reopens
31 Combined Pro-D Day no school

February 10 Family Day no school
March 11 Report Cards

13 & 14 Student-Led Conferences
17-28 March Break no school

31 school reopens
April 18 Good Friday no school

20 Easter Sunday
21 Easter Monday no school

May 2 Public Speaking Contest
15 Grade 8 Day
16 Pro-D Day no school
19 Victoria Day no school
28 school membership meeting
29 Ascension Day
30 Sports Day

June 2 or 3 Track & Field Gr. 6& 7
8 Pentecost

20 Gr. 7 grad, last day of school, report cards
23, 24 administrative days no school

Days off for Gr. 1 students: Sep. 12, 26; Oct. 24; Nov. 7, 21; Dec. 5, 19
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2013 CCES Golf Tournament Update 
 
 
Sunshine welcomed the golfers to this years’ CCES golf tournament at the Langley Golf Centre on June 
15 with a shot gun start at 8:30. We had over 80 golfers and raised over $16,000 which will be used for 
the purchase of new classroom computers for the students. 
We wish to thank our generous hole sponsors and those companies and individuals that donated door 
prizes. Thank-you to the golfers for signing up to help make this a reality. 
 

A huge thank you to this year’s corporate sponsors: 

 

A-pro Automotive 
Amkis Construction 
Benchmark Properties 
Better Blends Coffee 
Burgess Lane Farms 
Caliber Projects 
Central Concrete Accessories 
Coast & Country 
Corlen Homes 
Creekside Cranberry's 
Darvonda Nurseries 
Design Lighting 
Energy Electric 
Ernst & Young LLP 
Farm Fed 
Fraser Valley Radiators 
GLE (Geoff Hoogstra) 
Graestone Ready Mix 
Grant Thornton  
Homan Contracting 
 

Homelife Realty - Darren Leffers 
Ickert Dental Implant Centre 
Infinity Group 
Intercontinental Truck Body 
JD Farms Specialty Turkey 
John D. Construction 
Lionheart Construction 
McQuarrie Hunter  
Natural Light Patio Covers 
Norix Electric 
Prolite Agencies  
Remax  - Verne Stel 
Remax - Dan Flokstra 
Riverside Feeds 
Tinman Metalworks 
K. van Delden & Assoc.  Ltd., CGA  
West Central Building Supplies 
Westland Insurance 

Many thanks to this year’s donors for the great prizes: 
 
ABC Country Restaurant 
Aldergrove Credit Union 
BackYard Winery 
BC. Lions 
Best Western Langley Bypass 
Better Blend Coffee 
Castle Fun Park 
Comfort Inn & Suites Surrey 
Darren Leffers 
Domaine de Chaberton  
Surrey Leisure Center 
Energy Electric 
Esquires 
EVL 
FarmFed 
Fort Langley Cyclery 
Grant Thornton 
Growing Pains 
Hampton Inn & Suites Langley 
 

Harrison Beach Hotel 
Harrison Hot Springs Hotel 
Hi-knoll Driving Range 
Hole Shot 
Ickert Dental Implant Centre 
JD Farms Specialty Turkey 
Minter Gardens 
MTF 
Ralph's Farm Market 
Sandman Signature Hotel &  
Suites  - Langley 
Shelley Sikma 
T & G Nurseries 
Township 7 
The Falls Golf Course 
The Wine Emporium 
VanNoort Bulbs 
Willowbrook Lanes 
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2013 SUMMER WORK BEE

The maintenance committee will be
holding it's annual work bee on Saturday
August 24.  As in other years, let’s make
this a success. 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE!  

The School Board of Credo Christian Elementary School
and the Graduands of 2013
together with their parents
cordially invite you to our

Graduation evening
Date: Tuesday, June 25, 2013

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Langley Canadian Reformed Church

Roll of Honour

Joshua Evan Allison
Ava Seline Baartman
Damon Daniel Flokstra
André Horstman
Cody Benjamin Huttema
Michael Melvin Jacobi
Malcolm Hendrick Jansen
Esther Christine Onderwater
Bryce Stanley Pol
Chase Weston Pol
Brooklyn Jenae Pruim
Ethan Jakob Roukema

Ethan Hendrik Sikma
Sarah Slump
Jacob Anthony Spoor
Alisha Helena Stam
Noah James Vandeburgt
Aidan Joel Van Delft
Austin John Vandergaag
Dana Simone Vanderhorst
Nadia Christina Vanrhee
Amber Wietske Vantil
Rebecca Rachelle Vantil
Ben Yu
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