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Volume 21 Issue 4
Jan. 31, 2010

from the Chairman....
Mike Stam

Welcome to another  Branches, the first issue in 2010!  Quite some time
has passed since an issue of Branches was published.  I am sure you
are all eager to be updated on the many items that have been drawing
the attention of the Board.

On behalf of the Board allow me to first wish the teachers, membership,
students, volunteers (and all of you who are reading this) the Lord's
blessings in the year 2010.  We pray that this year will be blessed with
continued cooperation, good health, safety, and abundant learning for
all those involved in our school community.

Before the Christmas break a press release was sent home announcing
the hiring of Mr. Heres Snijder to the position of principal for the year
2010-2011.  We thank Heres for accepting this position and look
forward to officially welcoming him to the halls of Credo Elementary in
September 2010.  In the next few months many meetings will take place
between John, Heres and the Board as the principal transition process
slowly begins.  We pray for God's continued guidance over this period.
May He especially continue to uphold these two men in the tasks that
they have before them.   A huge thank you is also in order for the
members of the Principal Search Committee for all their hard work and
professionalism.  

Congratulations need to be extended to Rob and Allison Vandeburgt
with the blessing of receiving a healthy baby girl.  May God be near you
as you take on this new role of being parents!

Our condolences go out to  Mrs. Diane Vanderboom  and Mrs. Jane
Deglint (and their families) who both lost a mother in the month of
January.   May God be near you both in this time of grief.

We welcome the Feunekes family back to our school community as they
rest from their regular mission work.  We hope that you have found it
quite easy to settle into your old surroundings.  May  your time here be
restful and enjoyable!  

We also welcome Mr. Mike Van back from his leave of absence.    We
pray that his return will be met with a spirit of cooperation for the benefit
of all. The Board wishes to thank Mrs. Tricia Visscher and Mr. Sjoerd
Nap for their willingness to substitute for Mr. Van during his leave of
absence.  The Board also informs you that Mr. Van has provided the
Board with notice of his resignation effective Aug. 31, 2010.

As for the Board, we are moving along with our regular activities.  The
finance committee is working on the budget to be presented this spring.
The maintenance committee is starting to focus on projects to be
completed this summer.   The Board will be looking at staffing
requirements for next year as well as continuing to research Full Day
Kindergarten.  Board members continue to work hard in the governance
of CCES and we are thankful for the high degree of cooperativeness
experienced at our meetings.   We pray that God may be honored in all
that we do and that CCES will continue to be a blessing in our
community.
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Principal's Report   
John A. Roukema

This is our first issue of the new year and, while
somewhat belatedly, we here at CCES do wish
all our supporters and stakeholders a happy and
prosperous 2010.  We pray that God will continue
to shower his grace upon us and guide us in all
our ways.

Since our last issue (Dec. 4, 2009), several
matters have transpired as these concern our
staff.  In that issue we noted that our grade 4
teacher, Mr. Mike Van, had been granted a leave
of absence from his teaching duties so that both
he and the Board could reflect on some issues of
mutual concern.  During that leave of absence,
the Board and Mr. Van eventually came to a
satisfactory resolution and agreed that, while Mr.
Van would continue to finish the current school
year, he would resign from his teaching
employment at CCES as of Aug. 31, 2010.  

Another matter that has affected the teaching
staff is the passing on to glory of the mothers of
two staff members.  Mrs. Smeding, the mother of
Mrs. Diane Vanderboom, our grade 2 teacher,
and, Mevr. Sneep, the mother of our Music and
Learning Assistance teacher, Mrs. J. Deglint.
Mrs. Deglint left for the Netherlands Friday
evening, Jan. 23, hoping, at the time of planning
this trip, that she would still be able to see her
mother alive and say her good-byes.  Alas, this
was not to be; her mother passed away that
Friday morning.  We wish both Mrs. Vanderboom
and Mrs. Deglint God's comfort through his Holy
Spirit.  

We also saw Ms Leslie Scholtens return to our
scene as our Kindergarten teacher for the
second K-class.  We welcome her back and wish
her God's blessings and guidance as she carries
out her duties with these youngest of our school.
We thank Mrs. Jennifer Onderwater for the extra
work she performed during the first half of this
school year assuming teaching responsibilities of
both K-classes.

Speaking of Kindergarten, we wish to remind
all those to complete the registration forms for
children eligible for Kindergarten Sept. 2010.  We
request that these forms and supporting
documents (copy of child's birth certificate and a
parent's driver's licence) be returned to the
school as soon as possible.  We will be more
than willing to make the required photocopies at
school.  If you did not receive a form but have a
preschooler who was born in 2005, please
contact the school office.  Also, if you prefer not
to enroll your child in the CCES Kindergarten
program, please let us know.

Our annual grade 5 DARE (Drug Addiction
Resistance Education) program started up on
Monday, Jan. 11, 2010.  As always, the students
look eagerly toward Officer Jensen's informative
and interesting presentations. You may recall,
this 10-week (1 hour per week) course  is
conducted by the RCMP and is targeted for the
young students to teach them to say "NO!" to
temptations such as smoking, drinking, illicit
drugs, etc.  The contents of this course comply
with several of the prescribed learning outcomes
of the BC Health and Career Education
curriculum. Constable Neil Jensen of the
Fisheries Department is this year's instructor, as
he was last year's.

We hope you enjoyed our Art/Science Open
House last Thursday. At time of writing this was
to occur still so reactions are premature.  Please
to not hesitate to give us your kind compliments
or constructive criticisms, nevertheless.  We
thank the Credo Aid for making themselves
available again  for coffee, goodies, etc.  Much
appreciated by all!  The musical presentation
planned for this Open House was postponed due
to Mrs. Deglint's absence.  It will be presented
during our Feb. 15 Change for Change assembly
(see below)
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Our Jan. 29, 2010 Professional       
Development Day was a combined one; that
is, teachers from all the Fraser Valley Can. Ref.
Schools and Lynden's Cornerstone Christian
School gathered at the Langley Can. Ref. Church
Annex to take in three workshop presentations by
Cynthia Tobias, a well-known speaker on topics
related to special needs in the classroom. We
hope the information garnered from such
presentations will help all teachers recognize and
identify learning disabilities or challenges in the
classroom and so help us in resolving these
challenges.

The Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA)
tests are to be administered between Feb. 2 and
Feb. 125.  It should be noted that two sections
(one hour each) at the grade 4 & 7 levels are to
be completed on-line.  Since the computers in
our lab are not dependable, we have found the
CCHS people very helpful in allowing us the use
of one of their labs. It should also be noted that
we are to mark the FSA tests ourselves.  This will
demand quite some time of those teachers (gr. 4
and gr. 7).  Independent schools in the area have
therefore set up a central place for this marking
to be done. 

February is also our "Change for Change"
month.  This year, our fundraising efforts will
focus on Bethesda.  The fundraising session will
begin on Monday, Feb. 15 and end on
Wednesday, March 3.  As mentioned above, a
"Change for Change" assembly is scheduled for
Monday, Feb. 15, beginning at 8:45 a.m. All are
welcome!

Parent-Student Conferences
Moving through February also means focusing
on the reporting of student achievement
progress.  As the CCES School Calendar
indicates, the next Report Cards are to be issued
on Wednesday, March 3.  The following day and
Friday will feature the Parent-Student
Conferences.  On Thursday, March 4, these will
be held after school; on Friday, March 5, all day.
Registration forms for these will be forthcoming.
While we have explained the P/S format before,

we might do well to review the information and
format as well as inform those not familiar with
this kind of conference. A student-involved
conference is a presentation of a student's work
or learning to his/her parents. During the school
year, students prepared for this conference by
developing their portfolios, evaluating their work
and setting personal goals for learning. Each
student has been building up a portfolio or
scrapbook of his/her work. A portfolio or
scrapbook is a collection of work done in the
various subject areas and organized into a
scrapbook or file folders of various shapes and
sizes - much like we have been doing in the past
years. The portfolio will also contain reflective
writings by the student on his/her performance
and on the achievement of goals. At the
conference the child will explain to his/her
parents the work done and expected and the
goals achieved, and ask you to comment on
his/her progress. By having students actively
involved in the conference, they will:
• assume responsibility for reporting

progress to their parents
• learn to collaboratively set goals with you

and their teacher for further learning
• be accountable for the work they produce

and the quality of that work
• develop good communication and

leadership skills
• be able to show parents first hand some

of the many learning activities they are
involved in at school.

In our February issue of Branches we will provide
more details on the baby-sitting services.

Mrs. Jennifer Onderwater has planned for a
Ready, Set, Learn session for sometime in
early April.  As that time approaches we will
follow up with more specific details. As you may
recall, this is a BC Min. of Education initiative to
engage 3-year olds in literacy learning at an early
age.  During this session, Ms Onderwater will
introduce some of the literacy activities to engage
the 3-year olds and provide their parents with
helpful strategies to enhance such learning.  With
3-year olds we mean those children who are
scheduled to enroll in Kindergarten in Sept. 2011.
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Short Reports of Board Meetings   N

Short Report of the meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary
School  November 10, 2009

Opening:  The Chairman Mr. Mike Stam
opened the meeting with reading Psalm 33 and
prayer.  Everyone was welcomed to the meeting,
especially the newly elected board members Mr.
Stan Pol and Mr. Chris Hoff.  Mrs. Valerie
Sikkema was absent with notification.

Approval of Minutes and Short Report: The
minutes and short report for the Board meeting
held October 6, 2009 were approved.  The
minutes of the October 28, 2009 membership
meeting were approved for presentation to the
membership.

Matters from the Minutes:  Board Manual
Review:  The updated Board policy manuals
were distributed.  

Incoming Correspondence:  A letter
confirming the filing of the Annual Report was
received from McQuarrie Hunter.  A letter was
received from Mrs Y. Hoogstra and  Mrs J.
VanSpronsen informing the Board that financial
statements of 2008/09 were found to be in good
order.

Outgoing Correspondence:  Four letters
were sent, including a letter thanking Mrs. Fiona
Jansen for her service on the Development
Committee.

Principal's report:  The Principal's report was
discussed, including highlights of the National
Principal Conference.  Mrs. Allison Vandeburgt's
last day will be on November 20, 2009.  Miss.
Tessa Heetebrij was hired to fill the maternity
vacancy of Mrs. Allison Vandeburgt.

Finance Committee:  The minutes of the
November 9, 2009 meeting were discussed.  Mr.
Tim Bontkes reported on progress with arrears
accounts.

Development Committee:  Mrs. Joy
VanVliet has been appointed as the new
Development Committee member to replace Mrs.
Fiona Jansen.

Opportunity for departing Board members to
speak: Mr. Paul Sikma and Mrs. Ria Vandenberg
expressed appreciation for the years that they
served on the Board.  They also wished for the
Lord's blessings on the Board as they continue to
govern CCES.  Mr. Paul Sikma and Mrs. Ria
Vandenberg left the meeting.

Board Appointments:  following due process,
the Board executive and committee
appointments were as follows:
• Board Chair: Mr. Mike Stam
• Board Vice-Chair: Mr. Ed Visscher 
• Treasurer: Mr. T. Bontkes
• Secretary: Mr. C. Hoff
• Education Committee - Mrs. J. Schouten
• Development Committee - Mr. S. Pol
• Finance Committee - Mr. R. Bredenhof / Mr.

T. Bontkes
• Technology committee - Mr. E. Visscher
• Special Education Committee - Mrs. V.

Sikkema
• Credo High School Representative - Mrs. V.

Sikkema
• Transportation Committee - Mr. E. Visscher
• Maintenance Committee - Mr. R. Bredenhof

Education Committee: Mrs. Janet Schouten
reported on classroom visits undertaken by
members of the Education Committee, and there
was a preliminary discussion of full-time
Kindergarten, as planned by the provincial
government.  

IT Committee Report: Br. Ed Visccher
reported on an October 20, 2009meeting.  

Chairman's Report:  The Chairman's report
was discussed, including new board member
orientation and teacher certificate on-line
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verification.

Principal Search Committee:  Mr. Mike
Stam reported on the progress of the Principal
Search Committee.  Further information is
expected for the scheduled December 08 2009
Board meeting.

New Business:  Preparation was made for the
Legal Authority Meeting, scheduled for prior to
the next Board meeting.  

Items for next board meeting: Items for the next
Board meeting were noted.  

Question Period: Mr. Stan Pol and Mr. Chris
Hoff expressed thankfulness for being sent to the
Society of Christian Schools in British Columbia
Annual Conference, and gave a brief summary of
highlights.   

Next Meeting:  Scheduled for December 8,
2009.

Thanksgiving and prayer: Mrs. Janet
Schouten led in prayer.

Adjournment: Mr. Mike Stam adjourned the
meeting.

ŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠŠ

Short Report of the Meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary
School   December 08, 2009

Opening:  The Chairman, Br. Mike Stam,
opened the meeting.  Those present were
welcomed to the meeting.  Sr. Janet Schouten
and Br. Richard Bredenhof were absent with
notification.

Approval of Minutes and Short Report: The
minutes and short report for the Board meeting
held November 10, 2009 were approved.  

Matters from the Minutes:  Outstanding
matters from the minutes were reviewed. 

Incoming Correspondence:  A letter from
membership was received.  

Principal's report:  The Principal's report was
discussed, and a Principal's orientation for new
directors Pol and Hoff will be arranged.  The
ongoing Leave of Absence for the Grade 4
teacher, Mr. Mike Van, was discussed including
interim teaching arrangements.

Education Committee:  The minutes of the
November 24 2009 meeting were reviewed,
including 'bullying' and a preliminary projected
enrollment estimate.

Reformed Curriculum Development
Committee:  Minutes of the meeting held
November 26 2009 were reviewed.  Of note, a
new Science Curriculum was complete and ready
for review by the Education Committee. 

Principal Search Committee:  Br. Troy
VanBostelen and Sr. Linda VanSpronsen,
members of the Principal Search Committee,
were welcomed to the meeting.  The remainder
of the Principal Search Committee consisted of
Br. M. Stam and Sr. J. Schouten.  Br.
VanBostelen reviewed the activities and
considerations that led to the recommendation of
Br Heres Snijder for Principal, and the Committee
received further enquiries from the Board. Br.
Troy VanBostelen and Sr. Linda VanSpronsen
were thanked for their efforts, and left the
meeting. After further consideration, the Board
unanimously moved to offer the position of
principal to Br. H. Snijder.  

Finance Committee:  Br. Tim Bontkes
reported on progress with arrears accounts.  A
report from the Salary Committee will be
presented at January Board meeting

Development Committee:  Br. Stan Pol will
seek an additional member for the committee.

Special Education Committee: Minutes of
the meeting held October 20 2009 were
reviewed.   

Transportation Committee:  Br. Ed
Visscher gave an oral report of the general
meeting.

New Business:  Directors were encouraged to
attend a social with teachers on December 18
2009.
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Credo Aid Update 

Outgoing Correspondence:  Four letters
were sent.  

Next Board Meeting: Items for the next
Board meeting were noted.  

Question Period: Br. Ed Visscher will look into
school bus safety drills.

Next Meeting:  Scheduled for January 12,
2010.

Thanksgiving and prayer: Br. Stan Pol led
in prayer.

Adjournment: Br. Mike Stam adjourned the
meeting.

Happy New Year! We are gearing up for another
exciting year of fundraising and community spirit
- glad to have you along for the ride!

CREDO AID GENERAL MEETING: Our next
meeting is set for Friday, Mar. 26 @ 9:30am at
Langley Church. Mark your calendars - and if you
haven't made it to a meeting yet, we love seeing
new faces! Hope to see you all there as we
discuss our fundraising ideas for the last half of
the school year! Thank you for all of your ongoing
support. 

Certificates: Regular grocery certificates are
always available and are just a phone call away
- please contact Shauna Stam @ 604.514.9805
or fill in the order form today for many great
choices! Certificates are also available from
Fiona Jansen (Willoughby Church) and Ang
Deboer (Aldergrove Church). Our recent profit
numbers are: November - $1370.00 and
December - $2990.00! Many thanks to all who
supported us, and special thanks to the
businesses who gave us great support during the
Christmas season! We really appreciate it!

Did you know that you can also submit an order
form online? It's easy - just go to the CCES
website, click on the "Credo Aid" tab on the
left-hand side, and then click on the "certificate

order form." You can fill it out and submit online,
or print off an order form to fill out by hand. Give
it a try! 

School logo items for sale! Credo Aid is
excited to announce a new fundraising venture...
we have ordered sweatshirt (hoodies), tote bags,
and water bottles with our school logo on them!
Please contact Lisa Vanderven @ 604.856.2507
or email her (nicknlisa@gmail.com) for more info
or to place an order for totes and water bottles.
There are still a few sweatshirts (varied sizes)
available - please contact Jean VanSpronsen
(604.882.1663) for more info. Thank you!

Eco-Cloths: A reminder that these marvelous
cleaning cloths are always in stock and available
for sale for only $5 each! To purchase, contact
Wenda Sikma @ 604.534.7875 or at:
philandwenda@shaw.ca

Friendly Reminder: If you would like to
borrow the booster seats or items from the
kitchen, please contact Wenda Sikma
beforehand, so that we can keep track of our
supplies. Thank you!

Your Credo Aid Board



Bowling Bonanza 
 

It’s not always about raising money. Sometimes it’s just about enjoying each other’s company or getting to 
know the other people in our school community. Sometimes it’s just about getting out there and having FUN! 
So, staff, students, volunteers, parents, grandparents and members of Credo Christian Elementary are invited 

to a community building FUN-raiser. 
 

When: Saturday, February 6 
Time: Saturday afternoon, 4:45 PM. – 7:00 PM (bowling starts @ 5). 

Where: Willowbrook Lanes, 6350 196th St., Langley, B.C. 
Cost: $7.00 per person includes shoe rental & all the games you can bowl. 

 

Teams:  We will make up the teams, trying to mix people up so everyone gets a chance to meet someone 
new.  If you have small children in your family that you would like to bowl with, indicate that in the space 
provided.  Fill in the chart with your names, ages of children, or ����������	
���
 of adults ���������
�		
���	��	�	����������, and whether or not each bowler would like to be in a lane with bumpers, so we 
can match everyone up. 

Please fill in form and return to CCES or email it to Mirjam by  Monday,  February 1 
�****************************************************************************************************** 

Family (Last) Name: ________________________________ 
 

First Name (as you want it to appear 
 on the bowling screen) 

Child’s age OR Adult’s 
experience level 

Bumper 
lanes (y/n) 

Bowl with 
parent? 

1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    
6.    
7.    
8.    

 

(we will supply veggie platters and TimBits for everyone) 

**Please pay by cheque at the bowling alley. DO NOT send $$ to school** 
For more information please contact Joy VanVliet: 604-533-4560 email: ����������	
�� or 

Mirjam Scholtens:  604-514-7582 email:  � � �	� ���� � �� � � ��	� � � �

     Pizza 
 (lg slices) # slices Drinks #  Totals 

Ham and 
Pineapple  Milk (2%)   # of bowlers:  × $7.00 $ 

Deluxe  Choc. Milk   Pizza Slices:  × $2.00 $ 

Pepperoni  Drink Box   Drinks  × $0.50 $ 

Cheese      Grand Total $ 

Total # Pizza  Total # Drinks       



Credo Christian Elementary School
21919 52 Ave. Langley   BC  V2Y 2M7

Phone: 604-530-1131     Fax:604 530-4268
e-mail cces@telus.net

web site: www.credoces.org
Board of Directors
Mr. M. Stam (2010) Chairman 
Mr. E. Visscher (2010) Vice Chair/CCSTA
Mr. T. Bontkes (2011) Treasurer
Mr. Chris Hoff (2012) Secretary
Mr. R. Bredenhof (2011) Maint./Finance
Mrs. J. Schouten (2011) Ed. Com
Mrs. V.  Sikkema (2011) CCHS/SpEd
Mr. S. Pol (2012) Development

Education Committee
Mrs. J. Schouten Mrs. P. Hoff
Mrs. J. Onderwater Mrs. C. Pol
Mrs. L. Huttema Mr. R. Jacobi
Mr. J. Roukema Mrs. N. VanRhee

Development Committee
Mr. S. Pol Mrs. M. Scholtens
Mr. W. VanOene Mrs. F. Jansen

Special Education Committee
Mrs. V. Sikkema Mrs. D. Huttema

Mr. J. Roukema
Finance Committee
Mr. T. Bontkes Mr. R. Bredenhof

Mrs. E. Kuntz 
Maintenance Committee
Mr. R. Bredenhof Mr. R. Wiegers
Mr. J. Roukema Mr. C. Vandergugten
Mr. D. MacKay Mr. R. VanSpronsen

Staff
Mr. J. Roukema Principal, Gr. 5
Mrs. J. Onderwater Kindergarten
Mrs. M. MacDougal Grade 1
Mrs. D. Vanderboom Grade 2
Miss J. Dokter Grade 3
Mr. M. Van Grade 4
Mrs. L. Vanspronsen Grade 5
Mr. G. Scholtens Grade 6
Miss R. Vanderhorst Grade 7
Mrs. D. Huttema SpEd, LA
Mrs. L. Hofsink Grade 5,7 PE
Mrs. J. Deglint Music, TA
Miss T. Heetebrij SEA
Mrs. J. Spoor SEA
Miss E. Boot TA
Mrs. M. Ezinga TA
Mrs. E. Kuntz Secretary
Mr. & Mrs. J. Dewit Custodians

Credo Aid
Mrs. W. Sikma Mrs. M. Ezinga
Mrs. A. Deboer Mrs. L. Vanderven
Mrs. J. VanSpronsen

Fee Structure 2009-2010
Membership 100.00
Kindergarten 240.00
Elementary (1-3) 430.00
Elementary (4-7) 450.00
Junior High 575.00
Senior High 625.00

CCSTA  office 604-856-0806
Rick Ostermeier: email: CCSTA@telus.net

School Calendar Update        
Feb. 2 Sp. Ed Com. Meeting

9 Board Meeting
15 Change for Change assembly
23 Ed Com meeting
26 Professional Development Day (no school)

March 3 Report Cards
4 Parent-Student Conferences (evening)
5 Parent-Student Conferences  (all day)
8 March Break starts

19 March Break ends
22 first day back after March Break

April 1 Easter Program


