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from the Chairman....
Chris Hoff

Well, the Tri-School Music Program has passed, and we must extend
our thanks to the students and staff for a great performance. We offer
a special thanks to Jane DeGlint and other teachers for all the work
and preparation.  

In the last Branches we noted that the Board, and by extension the
covenant community which we represent, are served by a variety of
different committees and portfolios. The Special Education Committee,
and for that matter the Special Education Program, is unique.  Since
1988 it has been a cooperative program with William of Orange
Christian School. Following amalgamation with Credo Christian High
School in 2006, CCHS has also started participating in the committee.
In the spirit of sharing and collaboration, a representative from John
Calvin School will also be invited to attend and participate in the
discussions.

The Special Education Department is founded upon a basic Christian
acknowledgment that all of us - with different skills and qualities - are
equal before God; and that all covenant children should have full
access to Reformed education that is consistent with what is taught at
home and at church.  Keeping these students in the enrolment at
CCES enables them to be an active part of our community, and be
trained by the Christian teaching and worldviews of our teachers.  The
definition of Special needs ranges between physical, social, and
learning challenges.  These children can be strong in some areas but
need special attention in others; and special education can also include
gifted students who would also benefit from special attention.  The
need can vary between fairly intense full-time attention, to more
periodic attention and learning assistance.  

At present, there are between 20-25 students at Credo who benefit
from learning assistance and/or special education; roughly 13% of the
student population!  Special education for some of these students is
funded through the Ministry of Education and supported by the budgets
of the two supporting schools and donations; but the majority of these
students do not receive direct funding.  The Board has noticed that
donations from the community have been diminishing over the last few
years.  We would like to encourage all members of the covenant
community in Langley, Willoughby and Aldergrove - whether you have
children at CCES or not - to consider donating directly to the special
education program (with 'Special Education' in the memo line).  This
would be money well spent growing God's covenant children.

As a Board, we would also like to thank Valerie Sikkema, our Special
Education Board representative - and the Special Education staff
coordinated by Debbie Huttema.  Your work is highly valued!  Including
teaching assistants who also function as learning assistants, thank you
also to Jane Deglint, Jac Spoor, Michelle Rekers, Ang VanSpronsen
and Tessa Siebenga.  Yes, the former Tessa Heetebrij recently took
some time off and returned as Tessa Siebenga.  We praise God for
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Principal's Report   
Heres Snijder

bringing you and John-David together in
marriage, and seek God's blessing as you serve
Him with a unity of purpose.

I suppose that this space is not normally used to
reflect upon international events, but the recent
relatively peaceful secession of South Sudan
from Islamic 'North' Sudan is noteworthy.  I
gather that this is part of conversation at school,
and a great opportunity for exposure of our
children to the world around them.  This must be
a source of great joy and an answer to prayers

for the Clement and Renato families, as it
appears that the South Sudan government will
create an environment where Christians can
worship God freely, and where justice may
prevail.  We praise God for this, and celebrate
with them.

As a Board, we remain very active with governing
the school, and working closely with Heres
Snijder, preparing for the 2011-2012 school year.
We covet your prayers for the Board, and for
Heres, as we go about our work.

How deep the Father's Love for us!
Looking back over the last month there is cause
aplenty to be humbly grateful for God's care over
all of us involved at Credo Elementary. We have
been able to carry on with the work of teaching
and instruction throughout January and February,
even though it was considered to close the
school for a day on account of so many
absences due to the flu. God's sustaining
presence has been there during the regular
school days, through safekeeping on the daily
commute to and from school, on various field
trips, and during various special events. His
kingdom is coming: looking at the various world
events unfolding in nature and amongst nations,
we can hear His steps approaching. With His
imminent return in mind, we commit to carry on
with our tasks at Credo in the Presence of His
people!

Mrs. Kathy Noort: congratulations to you
and your family on the birth of a healthy
daughter. Best wishes for bringing her up in the
fear of God's Name!
Condolences are extended to family and
friends of Gerri DeVos who passed on to glory
after a short and intense battle with cancer. 
Several members of our community that they are
regularly lifted up in prayer as they continue to
face serious health concerns: Pastor
Schouten, Melissa Vanderlinde and Mrs. Aikema.

The tri-school music event is now behind
us, and fine memories linger of 200 children
singing about the depth and the wisdom of our
covenant God. We thank the students for leading
us to worship and celebrate our covenant God
through musical means. Tip o' the hat to the
organizers for making this vision a reality!

Another music related event was the February 16
trip to the Orpheum. It has become a trip to
remember: a big thank you to the teachers,
parent volunteers, and to all students who
represented Credo in a very positive way. 

Grade 4 and 7 students have completed their
Foundation Skills Assessment, this time
without having to go to Credo High for reliable
computer access. (The Computers on Wheels
continue to function very well: a delight to work
with!). While the use and perceived abuse of the
FSA results are topic of ongoing debate in the
press, students benefit from the process and
schools can take lessons away from the results.
Keeping in mind the intent and scope of the tests,
Credo will probably continue to assess basic
skills also by means of FSA. 

On Monday, February 21, all students gathered
in the church for a special assembly. Guest
speaker was Esther Souman. She shared with

the students the Wings to Work outreach
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School Calendar 
Update        

March
1 - FSA marking day.

- World Math Day 
(see http://www.worldmathday.com/)

2 - Maintenance Committee meeting
3 - World Spelling Day 

(see www.worldspellingday.com)
4 - Hot lunch
7 - Grade 1 Fort Langley fieldtrip
9 - Report Cards

10 & 11 - Student Led Conferences: 
evening (10) and day (11)

14 - First day of Spring Break
28 - School reopens.

project in West Timor. Students have been
encouraged to support this work through a two
week long fund raising project. More details are
sure to follow via the weekly Leaflets!

By the time you read this, two Professional
Development Days have come and gone. On
January 28 teachers gathered at Credo Christian
High School to take in workshops about
information technology, art and portfolios. The
February 25 PD served to assess the
effectiveness and degree of integration of
computers in regular classroom instruction.
Additionally, with the publication of a brand new
CSI Bible Curriculum, staff has taken this
opportunity to assess and fine-tune the existing
content flowcharts across the grades to ensure
adequate coverage of the Bible throughout the
grades. 

Looking ahead, we notice that Parent-Student
Conferences are right around the corner,
(March 10 (evening) and 11, all day) followed on
the heels by Spring Break! Report cards will

be issued on March 8. 
A Student Led Conference is a presentation of a
student's work of learning to his/her parents by
means of a portfolio. This collection of work will
contain samples of students' work, along with the
student's reflections on the work. Benefits of
Student Led Conferences include the
development of the student's ability to assume
responsibility for reporting progress to their
parents, learn to set goals with parents and
teachers for further learning, and be accountable
for the work they produce and the quality of that
work. 
Baby-sitting/supervision will be provided for these
conferences, but only for school-aged children
and only during the duration of your conferences:
further details will follow!

There is sustained gratitude for the excellent
working relationship between school and home,
the support and mutual understanding and vision
that sustains the ambience and momentum of
work at Credo. We do well to treasure harmony,
good will and a common vision: to God the Glory!
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  Three Schools Making Music
Mrs. Jane deGlint

A three-school music concert does not happen
overnight, as the students of the grades 4
through 7 can tell you.   It is hard work, especially
for the students.  They started practicing their
songs immediately after the Christmas holidays,
since it would only be seven short weeks till their
performance on February 18.   It was not long till
they had mastered new melodies, new rhythms
and new harmonies.  With tenacity they
memorized the words of ten songs, totaling more
than twenty stanzas.  Enthusiastically they added
instruments to enhance the tunes and bring out
the rhythms.  But that was not all.

When you prepare for a
performance with three schools,
these three schools have to
practice together.  Without
complaints the students boarded
a bus and traveled many miles
to the dress rehearsals, making
the best of it.  They waited
patiently to be lined up on the
big stage of the First Avenue
Christian Assembly in Chilliwack.  They waited
some more while their music teachers worked
hard on the details of each song.  They sang
well, readily accepting directions from all three
music teachers whether they knew Mr. Dykstra,
Mrs. Dekker, Mrs. Deglint or not.  They waited
again while individual schools practiced their
pieces.  In fact, many students put their waiting
time to good use by establishing or reaffirming
inter-scholar friendships.

There was one circumstance that the music
teachers had not planned for.  A contagious flu
kept many students home on the days of the
dress rehearsals and the performance.   The
teachers had prepared themselves to assign a
place on the stage for 42 students of the
William of Orange Christian School, 86
students of the John Calvin School, and 84

students of Credo Elementary.  But of these
212 students more than 50 were missing on the
day of the first dress rehearsal.  During the next
dress rehearsal some were back, but others
were missing.  Again others came back and
others were missing for the performance.  Yet,
even though not every student was up to date
on all the details and several students with a
special task did not make it to the performance,
it all went off without a hitch.  Of course, it
would have been even better if all the students
who had practiced for this big day could have
been there.  We missed you . . .

The large choir of students will not
likely forget their tri-school
performance.  They will remember the
hard work and the fellowship.  They
will also remember the theme, "In the
Presence of his People."  It was
clearly heard in the upbeat opening
chorus.  It came through in the
solo/choral singing of the song "One
thing have I desired, that I may dwell
in the House of the Lord".    It

sounded forth in the choral climax of the
arrangement "When the saints come marching
in."   The bands of William of Orange and John
Calvin as well as Credo's instrumental
ensemble illustrated the theme musically, as
did other musical intermezzos.  The theme was
carried forward till the closing song, when all
rose to sing Psalm 98.  We voiced our new
song of praise in spiritual and musical
harmony.  While the audience carried the
melody, the children sang Goudimel's descant
with unrestrained exuberance: "Let all then
gather to adore him, and all creation praise his
name."



Branches Feb. 24, 2011

-5-

Tovey’s Travels at the Orpheum

On February 16 the healthy K-3 students enjoyed a wonderful orchestral experience at the
Orpheum called "Tovey's Travels".  They not only enjoyed the conductor's humour but learned
about composers from around the world and each musical piece as he opened his treasure box and
revealed interesting items which he used to hook the students.  The students were also most
impressed by a very accomplished musician, a 13 year old boy who played the cello. This musical
treat was possible thanks to the very generous support of Credo Aid.  Students and staff say,
"Thank-you, Credo Aid!  We would love to do it again sometime!"

Here are some of the grade one and two comments about the experience:

The Conductor

"I loved the conductor, Mr. Tovey.  That's
what I want to be when I grow up."

"When the conductor opened his treasure
box it made a piece of music."

"The conductor was Mr. Tovey.  Mr.
Tovey was the one who made us laugh."

"I like the conductor because he uses a
stick to conduct."

"In the middle of the song the conductor
opened the treasure box.  It was fun."

"The conductor he is the one who took
the treasure out of the treasure chest and
it made us think about the music that they
were going to play."

The Guest Cellist

"The 13 year old boy
named Tate was great at
cello."  

"Tate was playing the cello. 
He was really good."

"I liked it when the 13 year
old boy named Tate played
the cello.  It made me feel
good inside."
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The Music

"One of the songs made me dance in my head."
"I liked the Chinese song because it went like this,
soft, soft, Boom!  Soft, soft, Boom!"
"I liked that they let us sing O Canada."
"The music was so loud that it felt like the whole
building was shaking.  The music players were so
talented."
"The music was beautiful.  I like the flute.  The
music went up and down."
"The Germany song was soft then high."
"They did high notes and low notes."
"The music wrapped my ears with music."
"The music about Jupiter was smooth."
"I liked when the music went loud and then soft."
"I liked when the music went soft and not soft, soft
and not soft because the music was nice and
comfortable."

The  Instruments

"When all the instruments are playing at one time
they sound really loud.  All the instruments have
different sounds."
"When the flutes are playing it sounds like a bird."
"My favourite part was the lady playing the harp.  I
liked my spot because I could look down on them."
"My favourite instruments were the drums."
"I liked it when I heard the violin because it sounds
like the wind blowing. I heard my Dad's favourite
music.  He plays it every Sunday morning."
" I like the trumpets because it was loud and I like
the drums too because they were loud too."
"I liked the piccolo.  I didn't know the name of the
instrument.  It could only play high notes and it
sounded cool in the music."
"The cello song was a really fancy one."

The Composers

"Beethoven was a
conductor who was deaf
but he had music in his
head."

"Beethoven was deaf but
he heard the music in his
head so he wrote a song
that was so good."

" Holst made a song
about Jupiter."

Other Comments

"That was the
best field trip

ever!"
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Credo Aid Update

UPCOMING FUNDRAISER
The Amazing Photo Race is back, and we want
you in it! Race against the clock with friends or
family snapping photos of each other in
humorous poses, hair brain positions and
hilarious places. See how many memorable
megapixels your team can get and rack up the
most points. With all new quests, a few new
rules and great prizes, it promises to be an
extremely entertaining event. So grab your
camera and sign up a team 
(4 players). 
Friday April 8th at 7:00  
$10 per person.
Contact Sheree Vanoene 
604.626.0074 or
shereevo@gmail.com to sign
up or if you need more info.
All proceeds go toward
Credo Aid.

CERTIFICATE PROFITS
Our certificate profits for January were $1335! 
Thank you for supporting this fundraiser, and
please continue!

IGA RELOADABLE CARDS
We recently received our quarterly dividend
cheque from IGA which was $72.00 for the
months of Oct, Nov and Dec.  Since this
reloadable program started in April, our
dividends have increased every quarter.  This is
money that Credo Aid makes without new cards
passing hands!  Regular IGA shoppers reload
their cards at the store (and can use their credit
card to pay for this) and Credo Aid makes a

profit.  This program is especially being used
by the Murrayville Credo families who often run
to the IGA for small grocery trips.  Every little
bit counts!  Please talk to Shauna if you have
questions about this program and/or want to
join in! (604-514-9805)
The next deadline for miscellaneous cards is
February 24th.  Your local certificate reps are:
Aldergrove: Ang deBoer, Langley and
Willoughby: Shauna Stam and Marcia
Wildeboer        

OTTER CO-OP RECEIPTS
We thought we would
re-introduce this fundraiser in
case there were some who didn't
know what it was about.  Otter
Co-op has a program that will
take back receipts from their
store (including gas receipts!) and
will give us a percentage of the
total back in  gift cards.   

Credo Aid now uses those gift
cards to purchase the items
needed for the hot lunch
program.  This year those gift cards have been
enough to purchase all the necessary items. 
Also, handing in your receipts does not affect
your membership dividends, so it is definitely a
fundraiser to remember!  So if you shop or gas
up at the Otter Co-op please remember to pass
on your receipts to the school (there is a box in
the kitchen) or to Greta Wildeboer.  Thanks!
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Moments and Mementoes
from the Tri-School Concert 


