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Branches

From the Chairman....
Chris Hoff

Well, it is hard to believe that it is that time of year
again.  Some of the hallmarks of a fast approaching
Christmas include the first term report cards,
parent-teacher interviews and the wearied, tired
disposition of the teachers.  By the time you read this
the Credo Christmas event will be over, the kids will
be home for an extended break, and teachers will get
some well deserved relief from the routine as well as
the opportunity to plan for the next semester. 

By-Law and Policy Review
It has been a fairly busy time for the Board as well,
as we contemplate matters such as program delivery
for the 2015-2016 school year and undertake an
exhilarating review of our by-laws and policies. 

It is good practice for Boards to review their
guidelines on how to operate the school on a regular
basis; and it is especially helpful give that six of our
eight Board members have just one year experience,
or less.  After a careful review of our bylaws at the
last Board meeting, we found a number of places
where the bylaws reflect outdated practices (such as
the duties of the Treasurer), or can benefit from
some clarity.  As such, we expect to propose some
riveting revisions to our bylaws at our May 2015
membership meeting.  At that meeting, we will also
let you know if we have made any material changes
to policies that guide how we govern the school.

Retirements and Welcomes!
As a community, we are well served by the many
volunteers that help operate the school, but also by
the members who dedicate so much time and
commitment to Board committees.  For the
Education Committee, we thank Ryan Roukema and
Jackie VanOene for their service.  We also welcome
Ivan Scheper to the Education Committee, as a
replacement for the 'promoted' Bob Huttema.

As a former Maintenance Committee chair noted a
few years ago, once you are on this committee, you
are there until otherwise told!  As such we have been
blessed with some rather long serving members -
and we note the retirement of Ron Wiegers and
Sprout Vandergugten this year.  Thanks to you both
for your long service!  And also welcome to their

replacements - Rob Bisschop and Darryl Hofsink.
   
Membership
In the October edition of Branches, as well as the
October membership meeting, we observed that the
Board will consider extending membership to families
that are in good standing in the United Reformed
Churches.  We invited membership to let us know
their views via a letter.  To date we have received a
few letters, and we will consider these in the spring. 
At the same time, we note that the deadline for a
letter is January 9, 2015.  If you wish to interact with
the Board on this matter, please do so before this
time.

Principal Recruiting Committee
The Principal Recruiting Committee also remains
active, and completed interviews of candidates
during the week of December 1.  We are in contact
with the candidates and do not have anything to
report at the time of writing this report (December
15).  However, we can extend congratulations to
John Calvin Christian School, who announced their
new Principal on Monday, December 15.  Michael
Raap will be recognized by some in our community,
as he lived in the Fraser Valley during his youth. 
Michael attended the University of Manitoba, and
presently serves as Assistant Principal at our sister
school in Carman.  

Monitoring Visit
The Ministry of Education visited the Credo Schools
on December 08, 2015 during what is called a
'Monitoring Visit".  This is basically a check-in after
the more thorough external evaluation completed two
years ago.  From all reports it went well, and we
thank Heres and Harry for the work they put into
preparing for this visit.

And that's a Wrap
On behalf of the Board, we hope that all - parents,
students, staff, and CCES members - will enjoy time
spent with family, gain strength from the celebration
of Christ incarnation and God's redeeming work, and
return safe and refreshed in Year 2015.
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From the Principal....
Heres Snijder Love came down –

the blind will see, 
the deaf will hear, 

the dead will live again! 
The lame will leap, 

the dumb will speak, 
the praises of the Lamb!

Here to stay!

At the time of this writing the final preparations for
the Christmas program have drawn to a close. A final
rehearsal in the church separates us from the
Wednesday program. Narrators and singers know
their lines. The directive to be 'hiding God's Word in
our hearts', (Psalm 119:11), has been followed. We
are ready to 'show and tell'  part of the Greatest Story
ever told. And great it is. The Christian historian Philip
Schaff famously summarized the impact of Jesus' life
as follows: 

"This Jesus of Nazareth, without
money and arms, conquered more
millions than Alexander, Caesar and
Napoleon. Without science and
learning He shed more light on things
human and things divine than all
philosophers and scholars combined.
Without the eloquence of schools, He
spoke such Words of Life as were
never spoken before or since, and
produced effects which lie beyond the
reach of orator or poet. Without writing
a single line, He set more pens in
motion, and furnished themes for
more sermons, orations, discussions,
learned volumes, works of art and
songs of praise than the whole army
of great men of ancient and modern
times." (1931)

How incredible that this holy and majestic God
draws up close and personal in His Son Jesus Christ.
He, Who makes a life-and-death difference in people
is also involved in all matters pertaining to the how,
what and why of education. This is our Credo: every
square inch pertaining to  knowledge, skills and
attitudes are impacted by His attitude towards us
(Philippians 2). May God bless us with grace and the
Holy Spirit as we endeavor to walk in the classrooms
with Him at Credo in AD 2015. 

Physical Education and Information Technology
curriculum writing projects
At its March 5, 2009 meeting, the Reformed
Curriculum Development Committee mandated the
Curriculum Coordinating Committee to coordinate a
week (5 days) of Physical Education curriculum
development. Within its mandate, the CCC's writing
team was to develop a Reformed world- view as that
applies to the following components of the Physical
Education curriculum: 
• position statements 
• essential understandings for Physical Education 
• assessment methods 
• teaching/learning strategies 
• skills development strategies

This document is now complete. Two Credo
Elementary teachers, Stephen Chase and Alyson
Bosch, along with other teachers from BC,
Washington, Manitoba and Ontario have taken an
active part in the writing of this hefty document (the
K-3 section alone is 181 pages). 
Included, for your interest and information, are the
position statements that lay the foundation for the
entire document. These succinctly express the desire
to teach every subject area before the face of our
personal covenant God. 

P.E. POSITION STATEMENTS 

1. CREATION 
God created people as stewards of all creation,
including our own bodies. "So God created man in his
own image . . . God saw all that he had made, and it
was very good." (Genesis 1:27a, 31a)2 
As human beings we are the crown of creation. This
implies a responsibility to care for our bodies.
Physical Education offers God's people an
opportunity to glorify God as we learn how to care for
our bodies.
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2. FALL 
When Adam and Eve fell into sin, man's relationship
to God was broken. As a result of this fall, God's
people are faced with a variety of struggles. Physical
Education in a Christian school offers us an
opportunity to confront these struggles as members
of God's kingdom. 
• Destroyed Relationships: Students learn how

to function in a community of believers with
patience and encouragement. "But encourage
one another daily, as long as it is called
Today, so that none of you may be hardened
by sin's deceitfulness." (Hebrews 3: 13) 

•  Pride & Selfishness: Emphasizing the need
to act humbly; putting the needs of others
ahead of your own needs. "He has showed
you, O man, what is good. And what does the
LORD require of you To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your God."
(Micah 6:8) 

•  Envy: We should all celebrate what God has
given to each of His children; being content
with God's blessings without coveting what
we do not have. "I am not saying this because
I am in need, for I have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances. I know what it is
to be in need, and I know what it is to have
plenty. I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or
in want. I can do everything through him who
gives me strength." (Philippians 4:11-13) 

•  Laziness & Apathy: Learning to work hard for
God's glory and for the benefit of our
neighbor. "Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
men." (Colossians 3:23) 

• Gluttony: Christian Physical Education
educates God's children about proper

nutrition. "The sluggard craves and gets
nothing, but the desires of the diligent are fully
satisfied." (Proverbs 13:4) 

3. REDEMPTION 
Christ came to his world to save us from our sins and
to offer us life everlasting. Through Christ we are
being renewed every day. This transformation causes
us to live for Christ more and more each day, denying
our selfish desires and the temptations of this world.
"Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of
worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is -his good, pleasing and perfect
will." (Romans 12: 1, 2) 
Redeemed children have a responsibility to care for
their bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit. 
"Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received
from God You are not your own; you were bought at
a price. Therefore honor God with your body." (I
Corinthians 6: 19, 20). 8 

4. FULFILLMENT 
In anticipation of Christ's return, all of God's people
must strive to live for Christ. Christian Physical
Education creates an environment where students
can learn about denying their sinful desires,
embracing Christ as their Saviour, and living for Him
in all of life. 
"But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the
goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 3: 13b, 14).
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Short Report of Board Meeting

Short Report of the Meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Credo Christian Elementary
School
November 12, 2014

• Opening and Welcome:  The Chairman, Chris
Hoff, opened the meeting by reading from 1
Corinthians 12 and prayer.  He welcomed all the
Directors to the meeting.  Special welcome was
extended to newly elected Directors Neil Dykstra,
Bob Huttema and Tim Rook.

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular
board meeting was approved.

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes and
Short Report of the October 7, 2014 Board
meeting were adopted.  

• Incoming/Outgoing Correspondence: One
incoming letter was received.  One enrolment
request was received. Four outgoing letters were
sent to retiring committee members.

• Principal's Report: Heres Snijder presented the
Principal's Report for November 2014 and
highlighted activities related to staffing changes,
lock down drills, and gym use policy.

• Chairman's Report: The Chairman's report for
November 2014 was received for information. 
Chris Hoff reported on his activities as chairman. 

• Education Committee: Education Committee
minutes were submitted and reviewed. The
current Math curriculum for the primary grades is
being reviewed.

• Development Committee: Ron Scheper reported
on the activities of the Development Committee,
including plans for this year's Golf Tournament,
and the ongoing development of promotional
materials. Consideration is being given to
changing the name of the committee.

• Board Assignments: Following due process, the
following roles and functions were assigned to
Board Directors:

Chair - Chris Hoff
Vice-Chair - Bob Huttema
Treasurer - Oliver Hansma
Secretary - Will VanOene
Education Committee - Bob Huttema
Finance Committee - Oliver Hansma / Tim Rook
Development Committee - Neil Dykstra
IT Committee - Tim Rook
Special Education Committee - Fiona Jansen
Credo Christian High School representative -
Fiona Jansen
Maintenance Committee - Al Leyenhorst
CCSTA Representative - Al Leyenhorst / Neil
Dykstra
Public Relations Liaison - Fiona Jansen

• General Business: A number of matters were
discussed including the SCSBC annual
conference and the October 29 General meeting. 
Oliver Hansma reported on a conference he
attended regarding accounting and legal issues
for charities.  Recent discussions with WO were
reviewed and an update was given from the
Principal search committee.

• Finance Committee: The income statement for
October 31, 2014 was submitted and reviewed. 
Jacoba Leyenhorst and Shawna Stam were
appointed as reviewers of the financial
statements, and discovered no concerns.

• Special Education Committee: Special
Education Committee minutes were submitted
and reviewed.

• IT Committee: IT Committee minutes were
submitted and reviewed.

• Next Meetings / Events: The next regular Board
meeting is planned for December 9, 2014. This
meeting will be preceded by a Legal Authority
meeting. 

• Closing: Oliver Hansma closed with thanksgiving
prayer.  Chris Hoff adjourned the meeting and
thanked all for coming.
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Grade 7 Poems 

The grade seven students wrote several poems last month.  They each chose one to share with you.   

 

Nonets  

A nonet has 9 syllables in the first line, 8 in the second, 7 in the third, and so on. 

 

A Giant Snowman Attacked Our House 

A Giant snowman attacked our house  

It turned out it liked to play chess 

He challenged Paul to a match 

The first moves were intense 

Paul checked his bishop 

Paul won the game 

Embarrassed  

Snowman  

Left! 

By: Samuel Leyenhorst 

 

Jelly Beans 

When I open it the bag is full 

one handful after another 

eating them in two’s and three’s 

my favourites go first 

then the ones I’ll share 

okay colours 

near empty 

going  

gone. 

By: Ann Clement 

Israel 

Israel was God’s chosen nation. 

It was loyal to God except 

they often sinned against him. 

God was patient with them. 

He warned them often, 

then he took the 

land away. 

They cried 

Out. 

By: Jeremy Rypstra 

 

Christmas Day 

Christmas presents lay under the tree 

Ready to be opened by me. 

 With small bows tied on the top 

Can’t wait till Christmas day  

To tear the paper 

To see the gift 

That’s lurking  

There for 

Me. 

By: Claire Vantil 



Diamantes  

A diamante poem contrasts two opposites.  It has specific requirements for each line. 
 

Sleep and Awake 

Sleep 

dozy, lazy 

dreaming, imagining, relaxing 

fantasy, drowsy, athletic, refreshed 

playing, chilling, bolting 

alert, active 

Awake 

By: Tianna Huttema 
  

Lake Eruption 

Lake 

Peaceful, Imperturbable 

Flowing, Welcoming, Soothing 

Blissful lake, Wrathful Volcano 

Scalding, Scorching, Sweltering 

Fiery, Peppery 

Eruption  

By: Eric Sikma 
 

sun and moon 

sun 

bright, tepid 

bursting, blazing, beaming 

fierce flames, crumbling craters 

darkening, exploring, glowing 

dark, mysterious 

moon 

By: Maya Nordeman 

Heaven and Hell 

Heaven,  

Impeccable, Exquisite, 

Conversing, Laughing, Singing, 

Eternal Life, Everlasting Condemnation, 

Sobbing, Weeping, Screaming, 

Wicked, Spiteful, 

Hell 

By: Faith Hoff 

 

GOOD AND EVIL 

Good  

Generous, noble 

Helping, caring, loving 

Angel, saint, demon, villain 

Killing, stealing, punching 

Vicious, vile 

Evil 

By: Charlie Vantil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Triolets  

A triolet has lines that repeat, as well as a specific rhyme pattern. 

 

The Baby Brother Complaint 

I didn’t want a baby brother! 

He would take all the attention away from 
me 

No more time with father, none with mother 

I didn’t want a baby brother! 

All focus would be on him and no other 

Why didn’t Mom and Dad see? 

I didn’t want a baby brother! 

He would take all the attention away from 
me 

 By: Lauren Onderwater 

 

Chicken Spies 

Chickens are awesome little clumsy spies 

With only their wings to fight 

But can’t even get into the skies. 

Chickens are awesome little clumsy spies 

They fight all day the bad guys 

And party and dance all night. 

Chickens are awesome little clumsy spies 

With only their wings to fight. 

By: Ryan Vandeburgt 

 

 

The Toaster 

My hand is shaking as I put my bread in, 

The wait is killing me, I can’t bear it. 

Will it get hurt while in the bin? 

My hand is shaking as I put my bread in 

Oh no, OH NO! Is it getting thin? 

There it goes right down the pit. 

My hand is shaking as I put the bread in. 

The wait is killing me, I can’t bear it. 

By: Shawn Stam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Personification Poems  

Students chose a non‐living object and imagined what it would think and feel. 

 

Winter Coat 
It’s that time of year again 

Winter rolls on in 

She opens the closet door 

A cold shaky, hand tugs my sleeve 

She snuggles me 

Feeling warm inside 

She wraps me around her 

I protect her, keep her warm 

Door opens, cold frightening winds 

Wisp on in 

She shivers now 

Holds me tight 

She zips me up 

Close to her 

Together down the snowy street 

We walk 

I hug her, hold her close 

I love it this way, 

Wish winter could stay 

But, the sun comes out 

In the closet I go 

Feeling sad and forgotten 

`Till next winter’s snow 

  By: Kelian Bulthuis 

 

Rejected Teddy Bear 
Alone on the hard, wooden floor.  

All the others are on 

A big, nice comfy bed. 

It has to happen today, 

I’m going to be chosen! 

They’re coming 

Heading straight for me. 

A warm gentle hand, 

She grabs my arm, 

 Whoosh, 

   Whoosh, 

      Whoosh, 

In the corner 

Once again 

It was all true 

I’m meant to be alone 

Not like 

The other 

  Teddy bears.                                    

By: Nicole Spoor 

 
 

Pencils 
All I see around me is 

Pencils after pencils, I’m in a dark gloomy box 

I feel squished pencils tight to me 

All of a sudden the shake of the box 

The box opened finally I’m freed 

One by one taken out but what if I’m 
sharpened too much will I die 

The teacher said” sharpen your pencils” 

All around me snap, snap is next me 

Will I go into the garbage? Wait 

The teacher is taking us back 

I survived the first day. 

By: Zac Devries 

 



Soother 
Squish  

Squish 

Squish 

Toothless gums clamp down 

A bumpy tongue slips around me 

A restless night of torture 

Constant, relentless, unavoidable, 

In the dark of night a plot hatches 

How to escape 

The clutches of toothy gums,  

The endless  

Squish 

   Squish 

      Squish 

The right moment . . . 

Now! 

The gums move upwards 

A falling sensation 

Free at last! 

But a trembling cry comes, 

My captor needs me,  

My comfort, 

My satisfaction, 

My squish 

    Squish 

        Squish 

By: Katie Bredenhof 

 
White Crayon 

Stuck in a box 

Squishy and stuffy 

Just waiting to be used 

Day after day 

Everyone gets picked 

Except for me 

The box lid opens 

A burst of excitement 

Will it be me? 

Nope 

Again and again 

Never getting used 

Just sitting 

Waiting 

For the day 

To be used 

The box lid opens 

The excitement is within me 

A warm touch 

Rushes through me 

Finally I can see 

What is beyond the box 

Finally a white crayon 

Gets to be 

Used. 

By: Kari Stam 

 
Shadow 

Hiding, hiding, 

Always hiding, 

Sneaking, stalking 

There’s the door and… 

There’s a man! 

He’s leaving the house 

He’s almost on me! 

 Ouch hey get off 

He’s on my feet 

I try to pull 

But my feet always 

Go right back!  

By: Levi VanDelft 

 



Camp Fire 
Got to start, got to start, 

Finally up and going. 

Burning, burning, 

Must have wood, must have wood, 

Clunk! Comes a fresh log. 

Aaaahhhhhhhhh. 

Ow, ow, oo, ow, 

What’s that cold stuff? 

It’s putting me out! 

“Quick get inside”! said someone. 

Wwhhooooossshhh 

Someone dumps a bucket of water  

Aaaahhhhhhhhhhhhh 

Ow oo ow oo ow ow oo ow 

By: Cole VanOene 

 

The volleyball’s short game life 
Finally the box lid opens 

I feel a warm wet hand grab me 

What a warm bright light 

Hey, what’s happening! 

Ouch, stop; don’t throw me on the floor 

Whoa I’m flying 

  Ouch, don’t hit me so hard 

Good, you were softer 

Ouch, you just made me hit the floor 

I wish all my friends were here 

I wonder if I’ll get a rope burn from the net 

Ouch, that answers my question. 

Oh no, don’t no, no, no, no, no. 

Ouch 

Whoa, there’s the roof 

Ouch, hey, what’s that hissing noise? 

Oh great, I popped  

Hey, where are you taking me 

Yuck, it stinks in here 

Oh great the garbage can. 

By: Kayla de Boer 

 
Shoes’ Dreams 
I smell the odor 

from the other shoes. 

Waiting for a child 

to put me on. 

The closet door opens, 

a warm hand grasps me. 

I get put on. 

We walk through the door. 

I feel a cold breeze 

running through my laces. 

We step down 

into a busy city. 

We start to run 

through the puddles. 

It’s cold and wet 

I hope to go inside 

But I keep my child dry 

That’s the way I like it! 

     By: Kyleigh Stel 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ballads  

Ballads tell a story in verse form. 

 

Race Against A Cheetah 

As I walked down the street one day 

I saw a pet shop along the way 

I stopped and thought should I go in there or 
not 

I decided yes I’ll give it a shot 

  

I walked in the door, saw a cheetah with a 
wing 

I looked some more and I thought he can 
sing 

I bought him he had a really nice face 

He also ran at a really good pace 

  

We raced home, it was lots of fun 

And guess what the cheetah won 

We arrived at my beautiful house 

And suddenly he saw a mouse 

 

He roared and screamed, and down the hall 

And suddenly he madly did call 

He pushed me; I'm in so much pain 

I'm never buying a cheetah again 

By: Hannah Sikma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wolf’s second chance 

A young wolf as hungry as could be 

Came across a great smelling a bakery. 

In there he saw little red riding hood 

And he knew this would not turn out good. 

 

He remembered the last time he saw her 

The wolf had got quite wet fur. 

He had been sent down a rushing river 

And that in his mind gave him quite the 
shiver. 

 

He tried to ruffle it out of his mind 

But the girl was so sweet so kind. 

Should he take her raison bread? 

How else was he going to get feed? 

 

But then he saw three little pigs 

All holding bricks, sticks, twigs. 

So he decided to eat them instead 

And let grandma wait in her bed. 

By: Kayla Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hansel and Gretel 

There once were two children 5 years old, 

who lived in a wood house – that’s what they 
sold. 

For their dad was a wood cutter, who went to 
work every day,  

So he never stayed home with the children to 
play. 

 
One day Hansel asked “Could I come with 

you?” 

His father said “Sure, would Gretel come to?” 

So Hansel and Gretel hurried along, 

while their father whistled their favorite song. 

 
When they got to the site it was ‘bout midday 

and while father worked, they started to play. 

They ran round trees and crossed a river 

and picked some berries to deliver. 

 
Once they had gone too far from the group, 

they tried to get back, but went in a loop. 

So Hansel decided to leave a trail, 

one by one dropping berries to make a tail. 

 
Hansel and Gretel walked along, 

and heard the most peculiar song. 

They followed the song which led to a smell, 

It was most entrancing, as if by a spell.  

 
Though the scent and the melody were very 

much dandy, 

the house which they led was made out of 
candy. 

They did not consider whose it might be, 

for they were very much hungry you see. 

 

Hansel gnawed and slobbered on the 
chocolate door, 

while Gretel desperately licked the jellybean 
floor. 

When all of a sudden they heard a voice 
speaking, 

It was an old lady, through the window 
peeking. 

 
She took their hands and brought them 

inside, 

the candy house was very wide. 

And on the table there was spread, 

a huge buffet in which the lady led. 

 

They ate and ate ‘till they were plump, 

and then their sleepy heads started to slump. 

When they awoke they were stuck in a cage, 

the lady, flipping in a cook book page by 
page. 

 
She looked more scary, more warty, more 

hairy, 

her old crooked smile looked very much 
merry. 

“She’s going to eat us!” said Hansel to Gretel, 

as they stared through the bars of the cage 
that were metal. 

 
Hansel and Gretel were deep in thought, 

as the witch was stirring up the pot. 

 “I’ve got an idea! So never fear.” 

So they waited and through the cage they 
peered. 

 
 



Just then the witch opened the cage, 

and said “Oh, you two are just the right age. 

And then you shall taste great in my stew, 

you little darling, sweet children, you!” 

 
   “GO!” Yelled Hansel, and it was quite a war, 

But they stuffed her in the oven and shut the 
door. 

They explained to their parents ‘bout the 
house and the witch, 

And their old, battered house they decided 
to ditch. 

 
They were not poor anymore, 

and they had more food and money than 
they could store 

Their new life was oh so cheery, 

it was almost as if it was meant be. 

By: Kassidy VanOene 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leprechaun Catching 

 I wanted to catch a leprechaun and his pot 
of gold.  

They say that if you don’t catch them quickly 
than they grow mold. 

My Pa said he caught one when he was a 
boy. 

But his Ma treated his leprechaun like a toy.  

 
She took my dad’s leprechaun and kicked 

him far out. 

“And don’t you come back,” she said with a 
shout. 

My Pa cried and cried for what seemed like a 
year 

Until his Ma said “We’ll get him back okay 
dear?” 

 

She finally understood even though it took her 
a while. 

My Pa and his Ma searched until they 
covered a mile.  

Then they gave up the search and sadly 
went home.  

 Without his leprechaun My Pa felt forgotten 
and alone. 

 

But now my dear Pa is very, very old  

He cannot catch a leprechaun and his pot of 
gold.  

Right now I am doing what my Pa used to do,  

And my Pa has taught me everything he 
knew.  

 

So now I will not let Ma send my leprechaun 
away.  

And I have a feeling   I will catch one any 
day. 

This measly little job I have will someday make 
me great.  

But now my little leprechaun catching job 
can’t wait. 

By: Rachel Jacobi 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A WISH GONE WRONG 

There once was a boy from Canada 

Who didn’t know how to fish 

But he saw a shooting star one day 

And made his lifelong wish 

 

“I wish that I could catch a bass 

Or maybe just a trout” 

Then he wished his wish would work 

And left to go about 

 

Once he made it to the dock 

He cast his rod and net 

He reeled his empty rod back in 

Then frowned and said “Not yet” 

 

He sat down at the very edge 

And twiddled with his hand 

Then put it right up again 

To feel his hand expand 

 

His whole body was shaking 

Writhing like a snake 

He tried to give a final cry 

And fell into the lake 

 

He was underwater 

But he wasn’t getting wet 

He didn’t have to look to know 

That he was now a net 

 

 

 

 

The fish were coming to him now 

His head was almost full 

This wasn’t what his wish had meant 

He didn’t like the pull 

 

He waited there until the night 

Filling up with fish 

He wanted that bright star to come 

So he’d undo his wish 

 

Then, his second lifelong wish: 

“I just want to be a boy 

I just want to run around 

Cause fishing’s ain’t my joy” 

 

Now that you have read this poem 

I hope you’ve found the clue 

Never trust a shooting star 

Your wish just might come true. 

By: Godfried Doulomay 
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Christmas Greetings from Staff at CCES
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