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The purpose of our parental Christian School is to educate our children to develop their  individual potential and to
acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for a life of responsible stewardship in God's Kingdom.



Branches

From the Chairman....
Chris Hoff

Welcome to the April edition of Branches.  Staff, Board,
committees and many volunteers have been quite busy
over the past month or so.  We have much to relate to you
regarding staffing, building expansion, and some
miscellaneous news.  

Staffing
We are pleased to announce that we have filled our
vacant teaching and special education assistant positions
for the upcoming 2014-2015 school year.  First of all, we
announced the engagement of Mark Hoogerdijk as a
Grade 2 teacher via email in March.  For those that did
not receive the email, the announcement is repeated
again here: 

"The Board is very pleased to announce that we have
engaged Mark Hoogerdijk to teach Grade 2 next year.  In
turn, Alyson Bosch has agreed to teach Grade 1, along
with Mary MacDougal. 
  
Mark has over 15 years experience in teaching, mostly at
Byford John Calvin School, in suburban Perth Australia. 
He is presently in his seventh year teaching Grade 2, but
has also taught in Grades 3 to 5.  Mark has a B.A. from
the University of Lethbridge (AB), a Master of Divinity
from our Theological Seminary, and a Graduate Diploma
in Education from the University of Notre Dame
(Australia).  Some of you may be familiar with Mark's
family in the Fraser Valley, including father Len, brother
Derek, and sister Mary-Ann.

Mark has a great respect for the partnership between
home, church and school - as each plays a critical role in
shaping the character of our children.  Mark firmly
believes that covenant parents want their covenant
children to be educated by covenant teachers.  To this
end, he sees his task as a teacher is to assist the
students under his care to gain the knowledge, skills and
attitudes needed in their future life paths, and also to
assist them as they walk with the Lord.  

We are confident he will be a strong complement to the
teaching staff, and are thankful that the Lord has seen it
fit to prepare a way for Mark and his family to move from
western Australia.  We expect to welcome Mark and Linda
(Strating) back to Canada, along with their five children,
in July 2014."

We also welcome Amy Vanderhoek to Credo.  By the time
you read this, she will have finished her first week of
teaching, as a replacement for Jessica DeBoer in Grade
6.  No doubt this first week was daunting, despite the
years of preparation that has gone into this.  Amy - we
pray that God will bless you as you complete the year and

in the future, as you embark on your career as a teacher. 
Next year Amy plans to teach Grade 4, along with Jerry
Scholtens.  With the anticipated summer arrival of Mark
Hoogerdijk as a new Grade 2 teacher, 

James Kanis will teach Grade 6 during the next school
year. As well, Miss Bosch will teach on of the two grade
1 groups. 

We are also very pleased to announce that we have
engaged Christina Stel and Lisa Vanderven as part-time
special education assistants for the upcoming school
year.  We had a number of very qualified applicants this
year, and wish to publically thank all those who applied. 
Lisa and Christina - though both of you have children
enrolled at Credo, it is a privilege to 'welcome' you to
Credo in a different capacity.
 
Expansion Plans
The building Expansion Committee and all of its related
activities has also been very active in the past month. 
While we had originally hoped to have a permit in hand by
now, I understand that it is close - and that we may have
a building permit by the time you are reading this, or soon
thereafter.  We expect to begin construction soon after
receiving the permit.  Some 'refreshing' of the existing
building (such as repainting or replacing facia to match a
new roof) is also part of the scope - and the final result
should be a refreshed and rejuvenated structure to suit a
new generation. 

There will be ample opportunity for the community to
contribute to the building expansion - and by doing so
reduce the costs.  As website specifically for this has
been set-up at http://credoces.ivolunteer.com/credoexp. 
We encourage you to check it out, and sign up where you
best feel that you can contribute - either in materials,
labour (or both!).

By now, most of you will have also received a brochure
regarding the capital campaign to fund the expansion.  If
you did not receive this brochure, please let us know - we
would be more than pleased to share one with you!  While
volunteer labour and materials can go a long ways to
delivering the expansion, funds are also required.  To this
end, please also consider how you can help raise the
necessary funds for this project.  You may receive a
phone call regarding this in the near future …

Another fundraising initiative is the "Black Tie Gala -
Building Better Future" event planned for June 7 2014 at
the Aldergrove church building.  Along with a fine dinner
there will also be an (equally fine) silent auction. We
understand that tickets are selling quickly – so please get
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From the Principal....
Heres Snijder

in touch with a member of the committee soon if you wish
to attend!

Of course, this gala dinner is near the date usually
planned for the annual golf tournament.  Given all the
resources dedicated to building expansion and the black
tie gala, we do not plan to hold the golf tournament this
year.  However, we do intend to return in the summer of
2015!

Other General Miscellaneous News
• The Reformed Curriculum Development Committee

(RCDC) plan to complete an updated physical
education curriculum over the summer of 2014.  The
RCDC has also agreed to sponsor development of an
IT curriculum.  This should begin in the summer of
2014, with completion planned for summer 2015.  

• We are presently working on the budget for the
2014-2015 school year.  This is quite a bit of work,
and we thank Oliver, Elma and Ron for their efforts. 
While we will work out the final details at our May
Board meeting, we do anticipate that an increase in
tuition will reflect increased operational costs
associated with adding a new class / teacher, as well

as operating a larger building (increased utilities and
janitorial).

• The Credo Christian High School Spring General
Meeting is planned for May 21, 2014.  Elementary
school members are also members of CCHS, and
you are encouraged to attend.

• The Credo Christian Elementary School Spring
General Meeting is planned for May 28 2014. 
Meeting material will be published in another edition
of Branches in early May.

• Final classroom assignments (which room classes will
be in) for next year have not yet been decided. 
Further information on this should be forthcoming in
the May edition of Branches, or the Spring
Membership Meeting.

Over the last eight months God has blessed us with the
financial resources, infrastructure and faithful staff that
made it possible for us to sustain CCES - and to plan
confidently for its future.  We pray for His continued
blessing as we close out the school year in June.  We
also wish the students all the best in their studies, with the
hope that they can soon successfully complete another
grade.  To all of you we wish a blessed Sunday!

Crown Him with Many Crowns!
April 17 was a much anticipated highlight on the school's
calendar on account of the Easter concert. It provided a
meaningful opportunity to deepen knowledge, insight and
understanding about the profound richness of knowing
Christ and being known by Him. Indeed, may we be
reenergized to 'live the gospel of [His] grace, serve [His]
purpose in our fleeting days, then our lives will bring
eternal praise and all glory to [His] great Name!'
(Townend, Before You I Kneel - a Workers' Prayer).

Training, not outsourcing, our [children's] memory:
from information to knowledge to wisdom

Easter Program and Teacher Professional
Development this month stimulated discussion about the
importance of training the memory. In Challies' words
(2011): 'What is committed to memory, what is installed
there through the labor of memorization, is of special
significance. We commit Scripture to memory, not as a
functional habit, but because the discipline of memorizing
forces us to meditate on it and allows us to call it to mind
at any time. Putting it into our brains aids us as we seek
to put it into our hearts, understand it in a more holistic
sense than mere data, and then live it through our
lives….. But as we outsource our brains to digital media,
we threaten our ability to make information into

knowledge and knowledge into wisdom…' (151). As a
community that treasures the richness of harmony
between school, home and church, we are challenged to
be intentional about internalizing and integrating Scripture
in word and song format across the curriculum, lest we
become a people 'whose knowledge is a mile wide and an
inch deep. The Bible seems to tell us that it would be far
better to know fewer things, but to know those things on
a much deeper level.' (154). Certainly food for thought:
The word 'remember' appears 231 times in the Bible … 
and 'forget' 64 times. Clearly, the Holy Spirit attaches
considerable value to our ability to memorize. Hearing the
Word, singing Scripture, and storing it in long-term
memory play an important part in our faith development. 
For further 'food for thought' about Christ centered
education, please also see the inserted 'Hall marks of
Christian Education' included in this issue.

2014 Speech Contest
'… sweetness of speech increases persuasiveness'.
Proverbs 16:21

Speaking of highlights, this week Tuesday and
Wednesday, April 29 and 30, will be exciting days for
Grade 6 and 7 students. They will deliver their
well-rehearsed speeches to their class mates.  The
semi-finalists will have another opportunity to address the
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Hallmarks of Reformed Education

intermediate grades on Wednesday, and - be encouraged
to mark this on your calendar!- on May 2nd, in Lynden's
Cornerstone Christian School,  the finalists of four schools
will address an even wider public.  All  language
competencies and traits  are included and developed
throughout this 'Presentations' unit: generating ideas,
organizing ideas, developing one's unique 'voice', word
choice and sentence fluency. Understandably, as with the
presentation of school wide concerts, classroom plays
and other school wide and inter-school events, this event
also generates a good amount of positive energy, a sense
of community and enthusiastic 'buzz'! 

Healthy Boundaries for Healthy Children.
In conclusion, please also see the invitation elsewhere to
come out and share your insights about parenting and
teaching in a transparent, boundaries respecting way. 
May God grant us a good final term of this school year as
we labor in the awareness that 'we are fellow workers,
God's field, God's building, God's workmanship, (1
Corinthians. 3:9)

Reformed schools are confessional in character

The Scriptures are not only foundational for the
content of the instruction given in a Reformed school, but
are also the basis for the context within which teachers
and students interact and work.  All that goes on in the
Reformed school is under the normative authority of
God's Word.  Reformed education is a constant learning
to say "I do" to all that God reveals about Himself in His
Word and works as the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier
of life.  The confessional task of the school is to show the
children that all things in the created world have their
being and purpose in God and can be truly know only in
relation to Him.  The Scriptures as they have been
faithfully summarized and interpreted in the Three Forms
of Unity are the foundation for Reformed education and
give it its confessional character.

Reformed schools are covenantal in character

Reformed education is for covenant children who
have been claimed by God and have received the sure
promises of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as signed
and sealed in their baptism.  The covenant, therefore, is
the Scriptural context or framework within which
Reformed education in the school, the home, and the
church takes place.  The school assists the parents in
educating covenant children by equipping them with skills
and knowledge and by nurturing them in godliness that
they might love God above all else and their neighbour as
themselves.  Teachers and students, therefore, do their
work before the face of God within the relationship of love
which binds them to their God.

Reformed schools are antithetical in character

By means of the covenant God binds His people to
Himself; at the same time He separates them from all who
submit to the rule of Satan.  In recognition of the
antithesis which God Himself put down (Genesis 3:15),
the school, together with the home and the church,
instructs and equips covenant children in and for the
service of the Lord in all areas of life as prophets, priests,
and kings (Lord's Day 12).  In the education of covenant
children, therefore, the Lord ordains praise for Himself
and silences the foe and the avenger (Psalm 8).  Within
this context, the school, like the home, seeks to recognize
God's claim on His children by remaining faithful in its task
to educate.

Reformed schools are characterized by a unity of
purpose that is shared by the home, the school, and
the church

The task of the school can be distinguished from that
of the home and the church, but it shares in a common
purpose with them to tell the next generation about the
deeds of the Lord so that they, too, may set their hope in
God (Psalm 78).  When home, school, and church are
united in this aim, the work of the one institution has
life-giving consequences for the spiritual well-being of the
others.  The task of the school, therefore, is closely bound
to the church's confession about the communion of saints
(Lord's Day 21, Q & A 55).
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Poetry -Grade 3A

Grade 3A has been studying poetry during Writing class for the past few weeks. The students learned how to
make haikus, cinquain, acrostic, couplets, concrete, and free verse poems. They also learned about rhyming,
syllables, and other poetry terms. Here is a sampling of their poetry; see more on the walls outside Mr. Chase's
3A classroom.

Cinquain  
a cinquain by Thomas Schouten

Cinquain
Easy, fun
Thinking, writing, planning
So easy to do
Fun

Watermelon
an acrostic by Sterling Vandeburgt

Wet and watery
Absolutely
Tasty
Eat
Runs down your chin
Mom gives it to me
Excellent
Last slice
On the plate
Nice!

Winter
a haiku by Courtney Van Oene

Winter has snow flakes
And you have fun in the snow
Catch one on your nose

Snow 
a cinquain by Naomi Vandergugten

Snow
White, soft
Snowing, drifting, falling
Falling down, down, down
Shivering

Hockey
a free verse by Joshua Bontkes

1. Hockey you
2. Pass you shoot
3. You miss
4. Try again
5. You miss again
6. Try a
7. Breakaway
8. Someone pass
9. To you you get
10. A breakaway
11. The other
12. Team is way
13. Behind you.
14. You have a 
15. Chance I 
16. Shot I
17. Nicked the
18. Post I
19. Take a
20. Rebound
21. I scored!!!
22. We WIN!!!

Hard Work
a free verse by Nathan Van Oene

I do not know what
To write
Free verse is just
Too hard
Some people think
It's easy but
I think
It's very hard
Work

-5-



Branches

Short Reports of Board Meetings
Short Report of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of
Credo Christian Elementary School  -February 11, 2014
• Opening and Welcome:  The Chairman, Chris Hoff,

opened the meeting by reading from Matthew 6 and
prayer.  He welcomed all the Directors and Principal
Heres Snijder to the meeting.

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular board
meeting was approved.

• Minutes and Short Report: The Minutes from the
membership meeting of January 22, 2014 were
approved for presentation to membership. The Minutes
and Short Report of the January 14, 2014 regular Board
meeting were adopted.  The Minutes of the January 22,
2014 Ad-Hoc Board meeting were adopted.   

• Incoming/Outgoing Correspondence: One incoming
letter was received from a member family regarding
memory work.  Three incoming letters were received
regarding enrolment.  One incoming letter was received
from Credo Aid regarding fundraising.

• CCSTA:  CCSTA operating managers, Curtis Braun
and Doug Deboer, joined the meeting to provide a
verbal report on the CCSTA Business Manager's report
and highlighted items related to CCSTA governance,
current funding model, fleet maintenance, and draft

budgets and revenues.
• Principal's Report: Heres Snijder presented the

Principal's Report for February 2014 and highlighted
items related to staffing changes, special education
budgets, and upcoming CCRTC summer course
offerings.

• Chairman's Report: The Chairman's report for February
2014 was received for information.  Chris Hoff reported
on his activities as chairman. 

• General Business: A number of matters were discussed
including reviews of the recent general meeting and
Combined Boards meeting, enrolment applications, and
reports on recent Board/Staff visits. 

• Development Committee: Daryl Driegen was appointed
to the Development Committee.

• Finance Committee: The financial statements for
January 31, 2014 and Finance Committee minutes
were submitted and reviewed.

• Next Meetings/Events: The next regular Board meeting
is planned for March 11, 2014. 

• Closing: Ron Scheper closed with thanksgiving prayer. 
Chris Hoff adjourned the meeting and thanked all for
coming.

~
Short Report of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of
Credo Christian Elementary School --March 11, 2014
• Opening and Welcome:  The Chairman, Chris Hoff,

opened the meeting by reading from Luke 12 and
prayer.  He welcomed all the Directors and Principal
Heres Snijder to the meeting.  Will VanOene was
absent with notification.

• Agenda Approval:  The agenda for the regular board
meeting was approved.

• Minutes and Short Report:  The Minutes and Short
Report of the February 11, 2014 regular Board meeting
were adopted.

• Incoming/Outgoing Correspondence: One incoming
letter was received regarding enrolment policy.  A
student petition was received regarding the installation
of mirrors in the girl's washroom. Two outgoing letters
were approved.

• Principal's Report: Heres Snijder presented the
Principal's Report for March 2014 and highlighted items
related to student led conferences, and the upcoming
CCRTC summer course offerings.  The draft school
calendar for 2014/15 was presented.

• Chairman's Report: The Chairman's report for March
2014 was received for information.  Chris Hoff reported
on his activities as chairman. 

• General Business: A number of matters were discussed
including teaching assignments for 2014/15, SEA and
EA requirements, CCRTC summer course for staff, and
enrolment applications.  An updated draft entrance fee

policy was presented and discussed.
• Education Committee:   Education Committee minutes

were submitted and reviewed, including a budget for
the 2014/15 school year.

• IT Committee: IT Committee minutes were submitted
and reviewed, including a budget for the 2014/15
school year.

• Finance Committee: The financial statements for
February 28, 2014 and Finance Committee minutes
were submitted and reviewed.  A draft budget for the
2014/15 school year was reviewed.

• Ad-Hoc Expansion Committee:  Tim Bontkes reported
on the activities of the Expansion Committee.  The
committee is currently submitting for permits and plans
to commence construction in early April.  An inventory
has been made of repair items that may be done during
construction.  An expansion fundraising initiative is
planned for June 7th.

• CCSTA: Al Leyenhorst updated on the latest
developments in the CCSTA, including ongoing cost
pressures and changes in administration.

• Development Committee: Development Committee
minutes were submitted and reviewed.

• Next Meetings / Events: The next regular Board
meeting is planned for April 8, 2014.  

• Closing: Tim Bontkes closed with thanksgiving prayer. 
Chris Hoff adjourned the meeting and thanked all for
coming.
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MOTHERS' DAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Time : 8:00 - 10:00 am

Date: Saturday May 10th
Place: Credo Christian Elementary School

Featuring:
• Breakfast at a reasonable price,
• Credo Aid crafts
• Home baking,
• Kids craft and games,
• Plant sale,
• Dutch goodies table.

Treat the family to a breakfast out…buy a last-minute
gift for mom…meet other families in the CCES

community…pick up Sunday baking…and entertain the
kids. 

Come on out to enjoy this community event while
supporting Credo Aid's 

fundraising efforts!!

Credo Aid Update....

Volunteers Needed:  Bakers (for the bake sale),
servers, cooks, pancake flippers, cashiers, sellers,
dishwashers, clean up crew… there are many spots to
fill and help make this morning a success!  Please call
Kait Scheper at 360-739-3634 or email her at
scheperik@gmail.com if can help out.

Craft Table: Calling out all quilters, knitters, crocheters,
artists, jewellery makers, woodworkers, and crafters of
all kinds!!!  Does your creativity need an outlet?  We are
in search of items and small gifts to sell at our Pancake
Breakfast Craft Table!  If you have anything you can
contribute please contact Pearl Hoff at cphoff@telus.net
or 604-856-1898.  Thank you!

Spring Break Sports Camps:  Thanks again to Shauna
for hosting this event.  Not only did it provide some fun
activity and skill building for many kids; it also brought in
$345 for Credo Aid!

Cornerstone Christian School
invites you

to the annual

Quad-School 

Speech

Contest

Friday, May 2, 2014
7:30 PM

Lynden American Reformed Church
Northwood Road, Lynden
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Credo Christian Elementary School
21919 52 Ave. Langley   BC  V2Y 2M7

Phone: 604-530-1131     Fax:604 530-4268
e-mail cces@telus.net

web site: www.credoces.org
Board of Directors
Mr. C. Hoff (2015) Chairman 
Mr. W. Bulthuis (2014) Vice Chair/Ed. Com
Mr. W. VanOene (2016) Secretary/IT Com
Mr. O. Hansma (2015) Treasurer/Expansion
Mr. T. Bontkes (2014) Expansion/Maintenance
Mrs. F. Jansen (2016) CCHS/SpEd
Mr. A. Leyenhorst (2016) Maintenance/CCSTA
Mr. R. Scheper (2014) Development/Finance

Education Committee
Mr. W. Bulthuis Mrs. Y. Hoogstra
Mr. R. Roukema Mrs. W. Sikma
Mrs. J. VanOene Mrs. L. VanDyke
Mr. H. Snijder Mrs. J. Onderwater

Development Committee
Mr. R. Scheper Mrs. M. Vanderhorst
Mrs. D. VanDyke Mr. M. VanWoudenberg

Special Education Committee
Mrs. F. Jansen Mrs. D. Huttema

Mr. H. Snijder
Finance Committee
Mr. O. Hansma Mr. R. Scheper

Mrs. E. Kuntz
Expansion Committee
Mr. T. Bontkes Mr. O. Hansma
Mr. M. Homan Ms. L. Scholtens
Mr. K. Stam Mr. R. Wiegers

Maintenance Committee
Mr. A. Leyenhorst Mr. H. Snijder
Mr. T. Bontkes Mr. M. Homan
Mr. C. Vandergugten Mr. B. VanOene
Mr. R. VanSpronsen Mr. R. Wiegers

Staff
Mr. H. Snijder Principal, Music 4-7
Mrs. J. Onderwater VP, Kindergarten A
Ms. L. Scholtens Kindergarten B
Mrs. M. MacDougal Grade 1
Miss A. Bosch Grade 2
Mr. S. Chase Grade 3A
Mr. J,Kanis Grade 3B
Mr. J. Scholtens Grade 4
Mrs. L. Vanspronsen Grade 5
Mrs. N. VanRhee Grade 5
Miss A. Vanderhoek Grade 6
Miss R. Vanderhorst Grade 7
Mrs. D. Huttema SpEd, LA
Mrs. W. Deleeuw Educational Ass’t
Mrs. K. Meints Educational Ass’t
Miss K. Mostert Educational Ass’t
Mrs. J. Spoor Educational Ass’t
Miss P. VanDelft Educational Ass’t
Mrs. A. VanSpronsen Educational Ass’t
Mrs. E. Kuntz Office Administrator

Credo Aid
Mrs. E. Scheper Mrs. L. Leyenhorst
Mrs. S. Stam Mrs. L. Saide
Mrs. A. VanSpronsen Mrs. C. Luiten

Fee Structure 2013-2014
Membership 110.00 Kindergarten 260.00
Elem. (1-3) 470.00 Elem (4-7) 490.00
Junior High 635.00  Senior High 685.00

CCSTA  office 778-395-1706
Doug Deboer email: doug@ccsta.net 


